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Muscogee (Creek) Nation to
construct activity center at

Claude Cox Omniplex

OKMULGEE — Muscogee Creek Na-
tion is planning to construct an activity cen-
ter at the Claude Cox omniplex with con-
struction to begin the first of July. The ac-
tivity center will be a 100 ft. in diameter
sprung building and will be equipped with a
full-length basketball court, portable hitting
cages and pitching machines. The building
will also be functional for volleyball, box-
ing, soccer and other athletic activities.

The Creek Nation festival committee
will manage the activity center until fund-
ing is available for a full time activity cen-
ter staff. The activity center is the first
phase of construction for up to date reno-
vation of the Claude Cox omniplex.

Phase two of renovations will include
permanent restrooms, a fully operational
kitchen and a new multi-purpose center that
will house two full length basketball courts
an elevated walking track and aerobics
room.

In the past and present time, there was
and is a need for the multi-purpose building
and activity center. These (buildings) will al-
low activities to continue during inclement
weather, which force activities to be post-
poned, cancelled or moved to different |o-
cations during the festival.

This will also allow the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation to utilize our property and
generate revenue back into the tribe from
outside sources.

Upon completion of the activity center
and multi-purpose building, more activities
will be planned weekly. The activities can
also be utilized for communities, gospel sing-
ing, etc.

For more information, contact Lucas
Taylor Creek Nation festival chairman at
918-732-7634 or (800) 482-1979 ext. 7634.
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Principal Chief conductsfirst Inter-tribal meeting
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Principal Chief A.D. Ellis presided over Inter-tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes for the first time on April 7 and
8 in Durant. He assumed the role of Chairman on January 14, 2005 and will hold the position for a term of one year.

Chief Ellismeetswith Ceremonial Ground Mekkos

OKMULGEE — Principa Chief Ellisheldthe2nd
annua meeting of the Mekkos on April 2 in the Mound
Auditorium. All Mekkoswere greeted and welcomed by
Second Chief Alfred L Berryhill, Elder Services Man-
ager Jackson Barnett, Human Development Director
Mike Flud and IHS Representative Bud McCombs.

Second Chief Berryhill reminded the group “thisis
your tribe, and assured them that serviceswould be avail-
ableif needed”. Thetribeishereas servantsto the people.
We tried to do as much as possible for the grounds.

TheNationwassuccessful in purchasing moreland
for one of the grounds. The majority of theitemsconsid-
ered and discussed wereland issues, sanitation, land pur-
chased and bathrooms built, and running water. If the
grounds own land, we need to know. A few of the six-
teen grounds do not want running water or modern fa
cilities. Trash dump was a big problem, no waste com-
pany wants bring big containersor receptacl esthey were
told they need concrete dab work, if needed we will go
to National Council to get an appropriation. Last year we
got acall from one of the grounds, they had an electrical
outage, we now have power generators that were pur-

chased for use in cases of emergency.

We have been approached and it was brought up
and requested, metd for thecamps. A buildinginKédlyville
has been planned to be demolished and the salvaged ma-
terialsfrom thisbuilding will be availablelater thissum-
mer.

Creek Citizenand IHS (Indian Heal th Services) rep-
resentative Bud McCombs addressed issues such as en-
vironmental. Their facilities are based here at the com-
plex to support the services that the tribe offers. We are
not regulatory or inspections, we have a force account
crew that resolveswork ordersfor individuas. McCombs
was present to answer any questions they had regarding
sanitary facilities and construction. We need to build an
all access for the dumpsters at these sites.

All Mekkos had the opportunity to spesk, voicetheir
concerns and the issues to address. This administration
respectsthe ceremonial groundsthat have continued our
language, tradition and culture of our people.

please see MEETING..., page 14
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Letters

Citizen gives thanks for home repairs
Editor:

My mom and | approached the Oklahoma City
Muscogee (Creek) Associationto seeif wecould get help
with homerepairs. Our bathroom floor wasinterrible con-
dition.

The Socia Services Department was able to get
funding for materials, if wewould get someoneto do the
[abor. Well, my mom isdisabled and | didn’t know any-
thing about homerepairs. Nancy Nibbsannounced to our
community members our situation at one of the monthly
meetings. By theend of the night, we had two volunteers,
Jm Freeman andAllen Yargeeand by theend of theweek,
we had anew, sturdy and beautiful bathroom floor.

Teresa Gouge of the Social Services Department,
went out of her way to help aswell. Shewas ableto find
another program called Rebuilding Together to provide
other home repairs that the OCMA and Creek Nation
could not.

We are so0 grateful for everything the OCMA has
done for us. We are lucky to have community members
that cared enough to makeit apriority project. MV TOfor
everything!

Dawn Harjo, Oklahoma City

Rightstoworship
Editor:

First of dl, | offer thisout of love and respect with
amessure of understanding. The United States Constitu-
tion guaranteesthat itscitizenry hastheexclusiveright to
waorship and to establish, within each congregation, mosque
or temple, the explicit practice thereof. Each church and
denominationisdifferent and in most cases, autonomous.
It is free to establish and charter a constitution and by-
lawsthat serveto protect theidentity and the integrity of
the respective church body. Our church reservestheright
guaranteed to usto adhereto itscongtitutionin al matters
of public openness and usage. Our church aswell asoth-
ers and even corporations have this as a matter of appro-
priatenessin an effort to conduct ourselvesin al manner
of decency and order as it relates to the principles set
forth by the Word of God. Its principles are not founded
on public opinion, nor on socia norms, but solely on the
Holy Scriptures.

The Church aswe believeisnot acountry club, nor
isit a community center, nor a ceremonial ground, or a
place to conduct political persuasion. The church proper
isthebody of believersthat arejoined by acommon com-
mitment, namely by placing our faith inthe atoning work
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrigt. It isthe privilege of
the place of common fellowship.

Secondly, to provideasetting for biblical education
and propagation of the Gospel. Thirdly, to serveasastag-
ing point for the propagation of the Gospel. Fourthly, itis
through the church where mission opportunities are en-
gaged in to minister to the community in all appropriate-
ness and ability, and lastly but not at al exhaustive is it
freedom to expressits worship to a Holy and Sovereign
Lord.

The previous month’s article author stated that you
should* stateyour wishesand stand your ground”. Itisour
hope, as well as that of other churches, that interested
parties understand that we too have standards of conduct
and worship, that arein keeping with our belief system, in
this case, the Word of God. Out of love and respect, talk
andlet al your concernsbeknown by al involved, includ-

Cherokee, Cheyenne-Arapaho and Hispanic cultures as
well. Some (funeral homes) can claim to honor and un-
derstand our ways, but | feel that no one can understand
us better than one of own.

| believethe Griffinstruly understand wherewe' re
coming from, one Este Cate to another.
Billie (Sulphur) Scott, Bristow

ingtheleadership of thechurch. There
are some practices labeled “tradi-
tiond”, “ceremonial” or even“ Chris-
tian” that may not be appropriate in
each others “environment”, for we
arenot al the same. These practices
may and will vary by the respective
church and it tolerances.

Wedso redlize, along with the
previousmonth'sarticle, that thereare
alot of decisionsthat must be made
in ashort amount of time. Mourning
has set in, disbelief is common and
making sure everything isready isa
difficult task for thefamily. With bet-
ter communi cations and open under-
standing on both sdesof dl involved,
eventhewholefamily, Stuationslike
this need not to happen.

It is understood that the previ-
ousarticleisindicative of thefamily
as awhole nor does it represent the
traditional or ceremonia community
asawhole, nor does this present ar-
ticlerepresent al churchesand or de-
nominational interests.

Respectfully submitted
Pastor Randy Colbert, Belvin
Baptist Church, Okmulgee

Woman expressesappreciation
Editor:

| wouldliketo expressour fed-
ing of comfort that the Native Ameri-
can Funeral Home in Bristow gave
my family during our lossof our baby
AlyciaAnna Cruz ‘Lesee Alvarez.

Rachd and Hully Griffin, (own-
ers) and Dana West went beyond
business during this most stressful
time. They areavery smdl business,
but they areextremely large fromthe
heart. | fed itisvery important at such
atime to not be pressured by a fu-
neral home or anyone e se.

Native American Funeral
Hometook thetimeto listen to what
wewanted, not what they wanted for
us.

They accommodated not just
our Muscogee Creek culture, beliefs
and practicesbut asothat of Lesee's

- Muscogee N
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Office of the Principal Chief...

by Chief A.D. Ellis

Hellotoal friendsandtribal citizens. Thisbeing
the first week of spring isagreat time of the year. As
alifelong farmer, | always
havetheurgeto plant crops
and vegetables. It isajoy
to see asingle seed sprout
and grow into a beautiful
tomato plant or water-
melon. | know the Creek
people were tillers of the
soil for hundred’s of years
and many arestill carrying
on this form of culture.
April second was our 2nd
Annual Meeting of the
Mekkosit wasavery good
and informative meeting. ThisAugust will be the 2nd
annual meeting with church leadersthroughout our na-
tionitissomething to look forward to.

| have just received acopy of resolution number
05-12 from the Board of Commissioners of the Hous-
ing Authority of Oklahoma.

Thisresolution simply implied that they refused to
release or spend any Proceeds of sales money to help
approximately twelve (12) very seriously needy Creek
tribal citizens. Proceeds of Sales monies have few re-
strictions and can be used or released by the Board for
low income housing, economic development, etc.. These
are needs that have been overlooked for many years
and are now emergency situations.

The amount of money in Proceeds of Sales bud-
get is $15,496,795.04. Fifteen and half million at the
Board'sdisposal isavery imposing amount for use to
assist our people. The Housing Board is comprised of
Larry Cahwee, Chair, Christine Mclntosh, Rhol
Perryman, Jim Harjo and Charlie Frank. After termi-
nating the old board | appointed these new members
and they were subsequently, approved by our National
Council. Each member promises to serve the needs of
our people. Although, they are a state board, they are
all Creek citizens.

| hopethey will be decision makersand not let the
attorneys maketheir decisionsfor them. Theresolution
also stated “the Board authorized and requests the ex-

penditure of NAHASDA funds. Thisboard has neither
the jurisdiction nor authority over these funds.
NAHASDA funds are tribal funds.

| urgethe National Council to investigatethisand
assist this office to expend a portion of these funds to
provide much needed housing serviceto our Creek citi-
zens. We have an enormous amount of Housing money
that is not being spent. | have requested the expendi-
ture of these funds to provide service to our people. |
have requested we expend these funds instead of de-
priving our people of oneto of their basic needswhich
isfor shelter.

Next month, | promise to try and improve the
Chiefs report to be more informative. The work load
with the Gaming Compact which hasjust been approved
by the Department of Interiors and the Tobacco Com-
pact still working leaves little to no time to produce
newspaper articles. To everyone, best wishesand good
health. Mvto.

Quote of the month: ““A real friend is one who
walks in when the rest of the world walks out.”

NATIVEAMERICAN HISTORY SERIES
MUSCOGEE CONFEDERACY
DRESS & APPEARANCE

BEFORE EUROPEAN EXPLORATION
By
Patrick E. Moore

Muscogee Confederacy society prior to Euro-
pean invasions into North America was very rigidly
structured. Habits of the Muscogeewereregulated along
moral and religious grounds concerning dress and per-
sonal appearance. The Muscogee Confederacy was
loosely divided into the Upper Creeks, who resided in
the vicinity of the Tallapoosa and Coosarivers, and the
Lower Creeks, who occupied landsin thevicinity of the
current Alabama-Georgia state border.

Confederacy women wore calf length skirts
that were tied with a thong at the waist. These shirts
were made of either asingle deerskin or several smaller
animal skins pieced together. Women al so made use of
a textile woven from fibers of the Mulberry tree to-
gether with fibersof aparticular tree mossfound along
the Georgia seacoast. They also wore moccasins that
extended up to the calf of their leg. All young girls
were required to wear a skirt and moccasins in public
from the time they could walk.

Lower Creek women wore white mantles wo-
ven with thread obtained from several plants such as
theMulberry tree, Slippery Elm tree or aplant similar to
thedaffodil. On rare occasionsthe L ower Creek woman
would wear a shawl or cloak of flamingo feathers.

Pre-Columbian Muscogee women did not cut
their hair, it was braided and fastened into a topknot

secured by shell or bone hairpins. Most of thetime their
hair wastreated with powder and juices made from the
red sumac berry with bear grease added to give it a
special luster.

The Muscogee female of good repute did not
use body paint of any color.

Theseindustrious women used numerous plant
fibers to weave garters, belts, sashes, headbands and
bags. They alsoincorporated geometric designsinto their
weaving, consisting of diamonds, W'sand V’s, coupled
with imported porcupine quillsfrom thefar north, from
south and central America, silver bells. The Muscogee
woman dyed fabricsin her favorite colors, blueand red.

The Muscogee man woreabreech or loin cloth
that hung down in both the front and back plusleggings
made of leather. Theseleggingswere often dyed black,
laced withwhiteleather thongsand trimmed with afringe
of colored leather. Muscogee boys wore no clothing
until they reached puberty.

Muskrat cloaks and ankle length robes made
of colorful feathers were reserved for Mekkos, who
also wore mantlesmade of colorfully painted deer skin,
sableand wildcat fur. Men who had distinguished them-
selvesin some form or fashion were allowed to wear a
swan feather bonnet at festivals. Other headdresses
consisted of bands decorated with beads that encircled
the head adorned in front with the plumage of acrane,
flamingo or heron. Some head bands were decorated
using porcupine quills obtained in trade with northern
Native Americans.

Turkey feather fans were used by the men
when participating in ceremonies along with garters,
sashes, belts and pouches. Some made use of shoulder

bags and bandoliers decorated with symbolic designs.

Most menworetheir hair in theform of aroach
on the front of their head with a braid down each side
and a scalplock hanging behind, others preferred shav-
ing of their head with a single braided hair lock down
either theright or left temple.

The Confederacy warrior was tattooed exten-
sively with flowers, stars, scrolls, animals, crescents,
snakes, and sun designs which were reserved for the
center of his chest. His body was often divided into
several areas where only one type of design would ap-
pear. Facial tattooing was quite common and prevailed
into the 1800's. A new tattoo would be added for each
additional noteworthy exploit or conquest in battle in
much the same manner as the modern day combat sol-
dier receives a decoration or medal for bravery. The
warrior alone could paint the head, neck and chest with
vermillion sometimesoutlined in black. Theimplements
of war were also dipped and painted red along with the
battle standard or calumet.

Men made extensive use of jewelry and favored
ear rings of copper, he also wore a shell gorget and
copper finger rings. Elaborate breastplates and round
rawhide shields have been found at some archeological
sites within the old Muscogee Confederacy’s bound-
aries. These armaments were also a part of the war-
rior man’s wardrobe.

The special Shaman or religious leader wore
white buckskin, white moccasins decorated with red
streaks, from hisneck hung shell gorget and he carried
awreath of white swan feathers.

please see MOORE..., page 22
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Muscogee National Council overview

OKMULGEE — The following consists of actions of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nationd Council conducted at the December
28, emergency sesson.

December 28, Emergency sesson

Absent were: Sue Johnson, Muskogee Didtrict; Billy
Chalakee, Okmulgee Didrict; ShirleneAde, Tukvpvtce Didtrict;
Larry Bible TulsaDidrict; and JesseK dley, TulsaDidtrict;

Specker ThomasYahola, Tukvpvtee Didtrict, conducted the
mesting and did not vote.

In order of businessthe Council:

discussion on tobacco compact;

no action was taken,

March 5, Regular sesson

Absent were: Tom Pickering, Mclntosh District; Sue
Johnson, Muskogee Didtrict; and David Nichols, OkmulgeeDis-
trict;

Speeker ThomasYahala, Tukvpvtee Didtrict, conducted the
meeting and did not vote.

Inorder of busnessthe Council:

* goproved (18-4-0) TR05-025, autharizingthe Principal Chief
to execute acontract for the purchase of land in Mclntosh County,
Oklahoma for the purpose of congtructing a senior and/or hedlth
fadlity;

voting no were: Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee;
Chalakee, Okmulgee; and Cleghorn, Tulsa;

* goproved (22-0-0) TR 05-027, authorizing the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Tribd Trade & Commerceauthority to pursuethe
deve opment of property located in Tulsa County, Oklahoma;

* gpproved (21-1-0) TR 05-028, approvingtheNativeNations
Professond Engineers (NNPE) business plan of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Triba Tradeand Commerceauthority;

voting nowas. Gillespie, Wagoner;

* goproved (22-0-0) TR 05-035, amending the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation procurement policiesand proceduresfor theexpen-
ditureof HUD funding;

* gpproved (22-0-0) TR 05-036, confirming thenomination of
Robyn K. Culley to serveontheMuscogee (Creek) Nation Hedlth
system board of directors,

* goproved (22-0-0) TR05-037, autharizingthePrincipal Chief
to accept adeed for atract of land in Mclntosh County, Oklahoma
for use by the Checotah Indian Community;

* gpproved (22-0-0) TR 05-039, changing thedesignated use
of triba property locatedin Creek County, Oklahoma;

« diedonthefloor (13-9-0) TR 05-042, authorizing the Princi-
pa Chief to include astatement within atriba-state gaming com-
pact between the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and the State of Okla-
homafor Class |l gamesthe compact issigned under protest;

votingnowere: Bar nett, Creek; Parish, Muskoges Watson,
Okfuskee, Golden, Okfuskee; Chalakee, Okmulgee; Williams,
Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtce; Fidds, Tukvpvice;, and Cleghorn,
Tulsy

* gpproved (22-0-0) TR 05-047, amending thequiity assurance
representative agreement between the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
andJerry O.Lawson;

* gpproved (16-6-0) TR 05-048, approving thevehiclelease

agreement for net or maintenance leases between transportation
leasing company and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation;

voting no were: Tiger, Creek; Barnett, Creek; Watson,
Okfuskee Golden, Okfuskee; Quiett, Tulsg; and Cleghorn, Tulsy;

* gpproved (22-0-0) TR05-049, authorizing thePrincipal Chief
to execute the amendmentsto the vehicle lease agreement #13300
dated November 10, 2000 between transportation leasing company
and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation;

* goproved (20-2-0) TR 05-050, gpproving thebusinessplan
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Tribd Trade and CommerceAu-
thority with theAlliance sign company;

voting no were; Chalakee, Okmulgee and Gillespie, Wag-
Oonef;

* gpproved asamended (18-4-0) NCA 05-004, gppropriating
fundsfor the purchase of red property in Mclntosh County, Okla-
homato be used to congtruct asenior and/or hedlth fecility;

voting no were: Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee;
Chalakee, Okmulgee; andCleghorn, Tulsa;

due to atie vote spesker votes yes,

* goproved to return to committee (12-11-0) NCA 05-020,
amendingNCA 04-131 (alaw of theMuscogee (Cresk) Nationamend-
ing Title 16, Chapter four of the code of laws of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation and amending and repealing certain lawsto reorgar
nizetheexigting sructureof LighthorsePolice;

voting no were: Tiger, Creek; Barnett, Creek; Pickering,
Mclntosh; Mclntosh, Mclntosh; Parish, Muskogee;, Watson,
Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee; Chalakee, Okmulgee; Williams,
Okmulgee; Quiett, Tulsa; and Cleghorn, Tulsa;

« goproved asamended (21-0-1) NCA 05-025, authorizinga
specid appropriationtoacertaintriba Muscogee (Creek) citizenfor
medical travel expenses;

abgtainwere: Cleghorn, Tulsy;

* gpproved (22-0-0) NCA 05027, amendingNCA 04-153 (alaw
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation gpproving the comprehensive an-
nual budget for Fisca Year 2005 and providing for appropriations;

« gpproved (22-0-0) NCA 05-028, authorizing aspecid gopro-
priation to the Wetumka Indian Club and one sponsor for educa
tiond purposes;

* gpproved (19-3-0) NCA 05-029, amendingNCA 04-055 (alaw
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation enacting anew housing code and
codifyingsaidlawinTitle24, “Housing,” of the codeof lawsof the
Muscogee(Creek) Nation, repealing NCA 81-79, NCA 83-09, NCA
92-29,NCA 96-105, NCA 97-100, NCA 98-70andNCA 93-131; and
amending NCA 04-035 (“ Executive Office ReorganizetionAct”) to
authorize alimited waiver of sovereign immunity in congruction
contractsand the application of OklahomalLaw in said contracts,

voting no were: Fields, Tukvpvtee, Cleghorn, Tulsg, and
Berryhill, Wagoner;

« gpproved (19-3-0) NCA 05-030, amending NCA 04-055(a
law of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation enacting anew housing code
and codifyingsaidlawin Title24,“Housing,” of the code of lawsof
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, repeding NCA 81-79, NCA 83-09,
NCA 92-29, NCA 96-105, NCA 97-100, NCA 98-70andNCA 93-131,
andamending NCA 04-035 (“ Executive Office ReorganizationAct”),
to authorize the Principal Chief and any designated person(s) to
execute certain contracts on behdf of the divison of housing;

voting no were: Fields, Tukvpvtee, Cleghorn, Tulsg, and

Berryhill, Wagoner;

* goproved (21-1-0) NCA 05-032, authorizing an gppropria:
tionto the Hannalndian Community Center for repairsand operat-
ing costs;

voting nowas: Cleghorn, Tulsg,

egpproved asamended (15-7-0) NCA 05-034, authorizinga
specia gppropriationtothe Sdem.Ryad ederly nutrition program;

vating nowere Watson, Okfuskes; Golden, Okfuskes Jones
Okmulgee; Chalakee, Okmulgee; Williams Okmulges Cleghorn,
Tulss; and Hufft, Tulsy;

« gpproved (21-1-0) NCA 05-035, authorizing agpecia appro-
priation for a creek family for financia assstance to accompany
their eight (8) year old sonto competein aworld wrestling event;

voting nowas. Fields, Tukvpvtce;

* gpproved (18-1-3) NCA 05-036, authorizing agpecid appro-
prition for a creek citizen who needs assstance due to loss of
incomefor an extended period of time;

voting nowas. M cl ntosh, Mclntosh;

abgtainwere: Pickering, Mclntosh; Notar o, Mclntosh; and
Fieds Tukvpvtce,

Parish wasout of seet a time of cagting of vote;

« gpproved (20-1-0) NCA 05-037, authorizing agpecia appro-
priation to the Muscogee (Creek) language program at the Univer-
Sty of Oklahomg;

voting no was. Pickering, Mclntosh;

Parish wasout of seet a time of cagting of vote;

* gpproved (21-0-0) NCA 05-039, authorizing agpecid gppro-
priation for the Spring Celebration sponsored by the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation partnership board;

« gpproved (15-6-1) NCA 05-044, gppropriating fundsfor the
erection of agprung building to belocated at thetriba complex;

votingnowere Har j o, Creek; Notar o, Mclntash; M ¢l ntogh,
Mclntosh; Wind, Okfuskee; Fields, Tukvpvtee; and Quiett, Tulsy;

abstainwas K. Johnson, Okmulgee:

« gpproved (21-1-0) NCA 05-045, authorizing agpecia appro-
priationfor theMuscogee (Creek) Nation4-H program;

voting nowas: Jones, Okmulgee.

March 15, Emergency session

Absentwere Roger Bar nett, Cresk Didrict; ThomasMcln-
tosh, Mclntosh Didtrict; SandraGolden, OkfuskeeDidtrict; David
Nichols, OkmulgeeDidrict; ShirleneAde, TukvpvtceDidrict; Lola
Fields TukvpvtceDidrict; Larry Bible TulsaDidrict;and Cherrah
Quiett, TulsaDidrict;

Spesker ThomasYahola, TukvpvtceDidtrict, conducted the
meseting and did not vote.

In order of businessthe Council:

* gpproved (16-0-0) NCA 05-070, authorizing agpecid appro-
priation to the el ection board to conduct agpecid eection onApril
16,2005.

Correction

In the March 2005 issue there was error on
January 29, 2005 minutes. It should have read that

Tom Pickering was present during this session.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may
have caused.
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Second Annual Community Conference
Announced

TULSA — The Community Conference 2005
will kick off on Friday, April 22 with round tables
of Bureaucracy discussion with Tulsa area el ected
and appointed officials. The two-day conference
will focus on an exchange of ideas and communi-
cation between Tulsa'sresidential business, youth
and civic communities. The event will be held at
Christview Christian Church 2525 S. Garnett
Road, on April 22 & 23 and is open to the public
across the state.

Friday evening table topics will feature Dr.
David Sawyer, Superintendent Tulsa Public
Schools, and members of Tulsa Public School
board, continuing education, Tulsa County Com-
missioners, Tulsa City Councilors, Tulsa’'s Mayor
Bill LaFortune and people from the administra-
tive team, the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhoods
and Mayor’s Action Center, various boards com-
mission and authority members, Vision 2025 and
others. Registration will begin at 5:30 until 6 p.m.,
with opening remarks beginning at 6 p.m. Dis-
cussion sessions will ensue at 6:25 p.m. with ro-
tation every 25 minutes thereafter, to alternate
topic areas. Open forum style question and an-
swer session will enable participantsto ask ques-
tions one on one of the facilitators.

The Saturday session will be over 30 work-
ing sessions of the conference. Morning and af-
ternoon breakout sessionswill focus on topic-spe-
cific hour and a half sessions ranging from Tulsa
animal shelter, development in urban areas, in-
vesting, neighborhood resources, legal issues and
responsibilities, runaways, chairing a committee,
crime prevention, listening to your pet, preserva-
tion, first time home buyers, hospice, early settle-
ment, zoning, home based business with Profes-
sor Glenn Muske of OSU, PSO and the tree trim-
ming program, legal aid service in Oklahoma, and
many more. A special feature will be two presen-
tations by Michael Wallis, Route 66 author and
Dewberry Engineering on Route 66...it's past,
present and future and how it relates to us. Lun-
cheon speaker will be Jim Cremin. Mr. Cremin
has been delivering seminars for over 30 yearsto
many of the major corporations. Various sports
venues have used Mr. Cremin’s services to help
change from negative thinking to positive
progress. Mr. Cremin not only has a great mes-
sage, but an entertaining and wholesome deliv-
ery.

Thisyear’s conference is dedicated to the
memory of Nancy Apgar, long time Tulsa Neigh-
borhood volunteer and mentor to many existing
neighborhood associations today. Participants
may register on-line at www.tulsaseat.com, fax
a request at (918) 438-4747 or leave a message
at (918) 439-1432.

BRISTOW — The Bristow I ndian Commu-
nity “Creek Travelers” held aMen’s Basketball
Tournament on February
26. The tournament con-
sisted of the following
teams: Superfreak; Ray’s
Gang; Natives; Tribe;
Depew; Este Cate; Am-
bush & Native Pride.

The winners are as
follows: champions, Am-
bush; second place,
Depew and third place,
Tribe.

The second place
team players were Andy,
Joe, Jesse, Josh Cooper
and Wesley.

The third place win-
ners were David ‘Joe’
West, Darrell Coon, Eric Weiss, Norman
‘Bungie’ Taryole, Dale Price, Brandon and
Dereck West.

The Bristow Indian Community ‘Creek
Travelers’ organization would also like to thank

Bristow appreciates support of community

Ambush Team pictured left to right: Kwiana,
Hochini, John Billy, Chris Holuby, Doug Hill and
Ali. Other players not pictured: Eric Thilocco,
Vincent Coon, Brigham Burk and John Stokes.

the eight teams who participated and the Bristow
School Administration for the use of the gym,
the people who came to
watch the games and to
the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Communications
Department for getting
the information out to the
people.

For any further in-
formation, contact the
Bristow Indian Commu-
nity: smokeshop & fax,
(918) 367-9448; bingo,
(918) 367-9168; nutrition,
(918) 367-2249.

The mailing address
is 710 S. Main and the
community center is lo-
cated at 1221 W. Lincoln.

Bristow Indian Community holds their
meetings on the third Tuesdays at 7 p.m. The
directions to the community center are: go south
on main street to last stoplight, turn right and
go 1/2 block to yellow building on right.

Fees for the conference are Friday, dessert
and discussions, $20 per person. The fee for
Saturday’s breakfast by Panera Bread, all work-
shops, lunch, luncheon speaker and door prize
drawings will be $30 per person. A 10% discount
for Saturday may be obtained by bringing dona-
tions of baby items for donation to a section of
the Eastern Oklahoma Food Bank. Diapers and
nonperishable baby foods are most needed.

For more information a message phone may
be reached at (918) 439-1432. A representative
of South & East Alliance of Tulsawill return your
call.

Economic Development Summit planned

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion and the Cherokee Nation will present an Eco-
nomic Development Summit on April 30 at the
Green Country Technology Center. The summit
will be from 9 am. to 4 p.m.

The purpose of this summit is to stimulate
the economic growth of our tribal communities. A
network of representatives and sponsors will
present their perspectivesin planning, finance and
development in rural and city areas, in efforts to
accomplish a higher standard of economic devel-
opment for our tribal communities.

The guest speaker will be State Representa-
tive Lisa Billy. For more information contact the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Community Services
office at (918) 732-7965.

Sworn to Service

OKMULGEE — The Community Research
and Development will provide technical assistance
and seek resources for the twenty-three active
chartered Indian Communities. Also, encourage
and promote self sufficiency in the areas of eco-
nomic development and sel f-determination.

The department will respond to requests for
assistance on technical matters in regard to the
development and/or revisions of community con-
stitutions and by-laws. These duties are in addi-
tion to planning, researching, developing and fa-
cilitating in other areas of the community realm
(Community Development Block Grant proposals,
Facility Use Agreements, Sub-let Agreements, and
Contracts/Agreements with third parties).

For more information, contact the Commu-
nity Research and Development office at (918)
732-7962 or 1-800-482-1979 extension 7962.

Tell UsAbout Your Events

Please keep us informed of your commu-
nity activities and events so that we may help
you get the word out.

Contact us at the Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion Communications Department at P.O. Box
580/0Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447 or by phone at
(918) 732-7637. Feel free to fax us as well by
using our fax number at (918) 758-0824.
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Scholar shipsawar ded to NativeAmerican athletes

DEWAR — The 2nd March Madness All Indian
Tournament recently presented their scholarships to the
tournament participants at the awards banquet on March
27. The awards were proudly presented to the Native
American athletesinamountstotaling over $73,000inschal-
arships.

Dr. Robert

sented their twio $1000 scholarshipsto L eonaHicksof Butner
and David Rutledge-Parker of Bokaoshe.

For Love of the Game representative, Victor Bear
presented two $500 scholarshipsto Mark Gachesof Schulter
and Katie Bo Coon of Okemah.

Over two-hundred athletes participated in the tour-

nament. There

Duncan, J., Pres-
dent and Jerrett
Phillips, Director of
Admissions and
Enrollment of
Bacone College
presented their
two four year
scholarships to
Creek citizens,
Brian Culley of
Mason and Mel-
issa Mack of
Butner.

Haskell In-
dian Nations Uni-
versity Board of
Regents member
George Tiger, presented two $500 scholarship awards to
David“Blade” Goodman and KeishaBilly, both of Dustin.

National Council Representatives Roger Barnett
(Creek digtrict) and RitaWilliams (Okmulgeedigtrict) pre-

ment.

CHUMACHER FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCING

TWONEWADDITIONS TO OUR STAFF WITH
OVER 80 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCETO
BETTER SERVE YOU

BOB MCLEMOREAND PATTY FLETCHER
HONORING NATIVEAMERICAN CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

2005 scholarship winners at the 2nd Annual March Madness Tourna-

were teams from
as far away as
Livingston, Texas
and San Carlos,
Arizona
FortheLove
of the Game Rep-
resentatives,
David Pascd, B.J.
Waggnor and Vic-
tor Bear stated
“they are dready
planning  for
March Madness
2006 to be better
andinabigger fa-
cility at Henryetta
High School Gym-
nasum.” Coordinator LucasTaylor said, “theorganization’s
god is to one day reach scholarships in the amount of
$100,000 or greater. We would like to attract more atten-
tionfrommore collegesand universitiesnationwide.”

Complete Funeral &
Cremation Tribute
Packages

TRIBAL BURIAL FUNDS MAY INCLUDE A COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE

BOW.8THST.
BRISTOW, OK 74010
9183672244

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVEYOUR NEEDS:

1321 W.COLUMBIA
OKEMAH, OK 74859
9186231133

N\\d‘LOW“ Tulsa Cha,oe y

Dedicated to Preserving Native American
Burial Customs and Traditions

Larry Martinez, (Cherokee)
James Adelman, (Muscogee Creek)
Admiral @ . Trenton
Tulsa, OK 74120
o18.599.7799
866.599.0916
(24 Hours)

ChildersMemorial Scholarship

COWETA — For nearly three decades, the late
Kenneth Childers worked with students and faculty at
Coweta Public Schoolsas Director of Indian Education.

Childers death on February 4, 2005 took him away
fromacommunity heloved. And now, thecommunity is
reaching out in order to keep hismemory alive.

Inmid-February theKen ChildersMemoria Schol-
arship wasestablished by the Childersfamily. On Febru-
ary 25, thefaculty and staff of Central elementary made
thefirst contribution to the scholarship fund.

Central Elementary Principal Dr. Nanette Lanesaid
28 percent of the student population at her building is
Native American. Childers worked closely with these
youngsters and other studentsfor years, presenting spe-
cia programming and offering support inall areas. Those
working at Central took up a personal collection to get
thescholarship fundrolling.

Kenneth Childers, Jr. said, “ Thememorial scholar-
shipwill be awarded to agraduating Coweta senior who
plansto pursue vacational or other higher education af-
ter graduation.” Applicationsare opento al studentsre-
gardless of race.

Childerssaid consideration will be givento leader-
ship capabilitiesand community and school involvement.
A grade point average of 2.0 isrequired, and consider-
ationwill also begivento hardship situations.

Person wishing to make a donation to the memo-
rial scholarship fund may do so at the First National Bank
of Coweta. To learn more, call Childers at (918) 486-
7872.

Most Packages include prepa-
ration, visitation, casket, outer
burial container, grave
set-up, headstone and
memorial folders

Packages are tailored to
available tribal assistance burial
programs and maybe at no cost to the family
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Births
Matthias Scott Contu

OKMUL GEE—Mthias Scott ContuwasbornonDe-
cember 29, 2004 to Merssssa
Contu and Chester Bexr.

He weighed seven
pounds and 14 ounces and 19
and onehdf incheslong.

Maternal Grandparents
are Wyquita and Frank Bear.
Paternd grandmotherisSandra
Bear and great-grandparents

ﬁre Gretchen and Eddie [ D"L“z‘%‘”
indsey. . 2

Matthicshesonebrother, Nl
HijahBeryhill. Contu
Emily Yonayv Fixico

NORMAN — Emily Yonayv Fixicowasborn on No-
vember 17, 2004 a Norman Regiona Hospital to Stephanie
Berryhill and Johnny Fixico of Norman.

Sheweighed 91bs. and 10 ounces and was 20 and one
helf inchesinlength.

FixicoisEcovikeandisthedaughter of Nokasvike. She
isthegranddaughter of Hvlpvtvikeand Aktvyahcvike. Fixico
belongsto Ocevpofv andisthe
daughter of Apehkv. Sheisthe
granddaughter of Kvsehtv and
Veoenv Hveee Tvise

Her materna grandpar-
ents are Jo Ann Skaggs of
Okmulgee and Michadl and
JuliaBerryhill of Henryetta. Her
paternd grandparents are the
|ate Robert and MamieFixico,
Holdenville

Fixico's great grandpar-
ents are the late Drennon and
May Bl HawkinsSkaggs, the
late Tomand Blanch PekoskaBerryhill, thelate TomandLily
King Thompson and thelateWeadieand Fannie Factor Fixico.

Shehasthreesblings Jennifer, age 28, and Jason Fixico,
age 27, both of Moore and Eco Barnett, five of the home.

Birthday
Gonseth cd éorated
birthday withfamily

OKMULGEE — Luke
Adam Gonseth celebrated his
second birthday withfamily and
friends at home with a Spider
man theme on Jenuary 20. He
is the son of Eric and Beth
Gonseth of Preston.

His Grandparents are
Sherryl and Clarence Gonseth
of Okemah and Betsy Griffin
of Preston. Luke hasthree ss

Fixico

ters, Bre OnnaGonseth, Danidleand Krigen\Waller.

Hajo9gerscderated birthdays

PAWNEE—Dedtiny Gae celebrated her eighth birth-
day on February 26 and Alexandria Louise cdebrated her
12th birthday on Jenuary 24 withfamily and friends.

Dedtiny andAlex arethedaughter’sof Theronand Siacy
Harjo of Pawvnee.

Paternd grandparentsare
Sandy Chino S. of Acomita,
New MexicoandthelaeDiana
Chino of Acomita, New
Mexico.

Maternd grest grandpar-
entsarethe late Henry S and
Judy (Wesley) Harjo of
WetumkaandthelaePhilipand
Louise Mahews of Pawnee.

Dylancdebrates 7th D. and A. Harjo

Birthday
BEGGS— Dylan DeWayneMdtoncdebrated his 7th

birthday on March 17 a Mazzio' s Pizzawith asportstheme.
Méetonlovestoplay sports Heisgartingto play coach

pitchwiththeBeggslittleleague.

Heisthe son of Christopher Mdton and Lanissa Jack
Méeton of Beggs.

Hismaternd grandparent
isLeeAnn Jack of Dudtin. Pa-
ternd grandparents are Steve
and Theresa Melton of
Henryetta. Great maternal
grandparents are Lourna Pi-
geon Jeck and thelate Mitchell
Jack of Dudtin. Gresat paternd
grandparents are Charles and
DoresMédton.

Postoak celebrates with
family andfriends

TULSA — Brigitte
Elizabeth Postoak turned 19onApril Sthwithfamily andfriends

She is the daughter of the late Amos T. Postosk and
Marion Graves

Maternd grandparents are the late Karl-Heinz and
Brigitte Zwanzig of Berlin, Germany. Paterna grandparents
are the late Eli and Lizzie
Pogtoak of Sasskwa

Brigitte has nine older
brothers and sisters and one
younger Sgter.
Society
Beaverwinsfirg place

TAHLEQUAH — An-
thony Beaver, age 14, isinthe
ninth grade at Sequoyah High
Schoal.

Anthony won firgt place

Melton

Postoak

a Hilldale . High power lifting meet of 123 pounds rating.
Beaver is the first freshman in his class to place first in
powerlifting. Hiscoach isBrent Scott.

Anthony isthesonof Rick
adLisaPowdl andsses B.T.,
Terraand Shelby.

His grandparents are Lu
Joshuaand thelate Lee Joshua
S.

Internationa Honor
Sodiety InductsYahola

SEMINOLE—Timoathy
Eric Yaholawas inducted into
the Honor Society March 21.
The ceremonies were hed at
Jeff JohngtonAuditoriumat the
Seminole . College.

The Phe Theta Kappa honor society recognizes stu-
dentswith grade average of 3.5 or higher.

Yahold's parents are Howard and Ddlilah Stouffer of
Wetumkaand Timathy Yaholaof Sratford. Hismaternd grand-
parents are Sdina Yargee and the late William Yargee of
Wetumka. Paternd grandparents are Martha Yahola of We-
wokaand RomanYaholaof Holdenville.

Beaver

Announcamants

Tanpeshand Coachmanwed

OKEMAH — Cynthia Ann Coachman and Ray
Tainpesh were united in marriage a on April 2 a Arbeka
United Methodist Churchin Okemah.

The Rev. Legter Tims, Northern Digtrict Superinten-
dent of the Oklahoma Indian Missonary Conference, offici-
ated the ceremony. A reception followed at the church’'s Fel-
lowshipHal.

The bride was given in
marriageby her son, Arharlock
T. Buckley. Miss Rebecca L.
CoachmanwasMaid of Honor.
The son of the groom, Ji
Tainpeah served as the Best
Manwith Groomsmen, Shawn
West. Tysie Harjo and Talia
Buckley. Theflower girlswere
escorted by A.J. Buckley and
Ethan Underwood. Rev. Carol
Walker ssngaweddingsongfol-
lowed by amarriage prayer.

Cynthia is the Program
Manager for the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Tobacco Prevention Program and Ray isthe
Behaviord Hedth Coordinetor for the Citizen Potawatomi Na-
tionin Shawnee.

After ahoneymooninAlaska, Cynthiaand Ray Tainpesh
will resdeat their homein Prague.

Tainpeahs
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Business

TULSA — U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has
demonstrated an opportunity for small businesses to
work within the Department of Defense facilities |lo-
cated inthisregion of the United States. TulsaDistrict
has strong civil and military construction programs,
including environmental work, ongoing in Oklahoma,
Texas, Arkansas, Kansas, and Louisiana. We have a
workforce committed to finding meaningful work for
small businesses.

Tulsa Disgtrict routinely place work with small
businesses, small disadvantaged businesses, Native
American owned businesses, women-owned busi-
nesses, 8 (a) businesses, HUBzone businesses, vet-
eran owned businesses, and service disabled veteran
owned small businesses. Tulsa District had an excel-
lent 2004 supporting the Small Business program. From
atotal contracting effort of $274.5 million, we awarded
$42,960,440 to 8 (a) firms, 15.65% of our dollars. We
awarded $36,750,441 to HUBzone firms, 13.39% of
our dollars. We awarded $118,455,912 to small busi-
ness firms, 43.15% of our dollars. We awarded
79,360,728 to small disadvantaged firms, or 28.91% of
our dollars. We awarded $2,937,314 to service dis-
abled veteran owned small businesses, 1.07% of our
dollars. We awarded $14,858,417 to women owned
small business, 5.41% of our dollars. We awarded
98.43% of our education dollarsto Historically Black

USArmy Corpsof Engineers Small Business Program

By Yolane Hartsfield, Deputy for Small Business Tulsa District

Collegesand Universities(HBCU/MI ) far exceeding
our goal of 18.2%.

With 39 recognized tribal governmentsin Okla-
homa, our contracting with tribally owned and individu-
ally owned Native American small businessesprovides
aclear exampleto otherswho arelooking to economi-
cally develop in clearly positive and profitable areas.
TulsaDistrict, and its Small Business Office, continu-
ously seek out Native American owned small busi-
nesses to inform them about contracting opportunities
withinthe TulsaDistrict; shareinformation about SBA
programs that the Native American firms can use to
their benefit; and, inform and arm them with relevant
information about the DOD’ sIndian IncentiveAward’s
Program—aunique program providing opportunity for
Native American owned small businesses in the sub-
contracting arena.

In July 2004 Tulsa District awarded a$15M Ba-
sic Ordering Agreement for Design/Build services to
aTribal Indian Owned 8(a) firm. This unique tool al-
lows smaller design/build projectsto be executed on a
design/build basisin atimely manner and help the Dis-
trict reach our small business goals.

In September 2004, Tulsa District awarded a
unique contract for lock and dam operator services.

please see BUSINESS..., page 16

Trade & CommerceAuthority employeeturning dreamsinto reality

OKMULGEE — Carmen Johnson, Project Man-
ager for the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Trade & Com-
merce Authority has recently received her certificate
of completion for the program in mastering project man-
agement. The award was administered through
VillanovaUniversity.

way up. When | first came, | was only looking for a
part-time job and have managed to work my way up
the ladder putting in the time to start from Secretary |
to Sr. Office Coordinator to Office Manager and finally
Project Manager.

When | decided to continue my edu-

While completing the programisan
accomplishment in itself, Johnson isalso
turning her dreamsinto reality to continue
her education by seeking her Bachelor’s
of Science in Business Management
through the University of Phoenix.

Johnson has been with the Trade &
Commerce Authority for 2 years. “When
| first started, we only had 2 people and
now there are at least 10 that work within
the office but more importantly and im-
pressiveisthefact that we now have eight
additional entities that have been created
under Trade & Commerce. The eight en-
tities not only include all Creek Nation Travel Plazas
but a so include Document and Imaging, Farm Author-
ity and thethree newest businesses: Alliance Sign Com-
pany, Native Nations Professional Engineer (NNPE)
and the Muscogee Nation Screening and Supply Ser-
vices (MNSSS).”

“| started from the bottom and have worked my

Johnson

cation| wasn't quitesurel’ d havethetime
but | credit my success to the support of
my family. | have two children, Jonathan
and Vanessaand avery understanding and
supportive husband, Omar. With their help
and love, | have been able to accomplish
so much.”

When asked about the turning point
for the Trade & Commerce Authority and
thedirection of economic development and
growth, Johnson gave recognition to Di-
rector Daniel Wesley and the support staff
of the Trade & Commerce Authority of-
fice. “To go from an office with 2 desks
and an empty file cabinet to eight businessesis a pre-
eminent feat by anyone's standards.”

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Trade & Com-
merce Authority does not seem to have problems ac-
quiring possibleclientsinterested in obtaining their ser-
vices. “We don’t have to sell who we are or what we
do, they just cometo us’ stated Johnson.

Innovative venture launched at the

Trade & CommerceAuthority

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Trade & Commerce Authority is doing it again. They
have created yet another business and hope to continue
to add to the prosperity and economic development of
the Creek people.

The new company, Muscogee Nation Screening
and Supply Services, otherwise known as MNSSS.
MNSSS is abackground checking, drug screening and
testing establishment. No longer are the days of travel-
ing to Tulsa or other cities to take a drug test to begin
employment. Thebusinesswhichis100% I ndian owned
is headquartered at the Trade & Commerce Authority
building.

The purposeisto not only to servethe peoplewith
quicker results but more importantly, be screened here
and maintain and generatethemoney back into thetribe.
Thetribe previously sent out the prospective employee
to aprivateindustry for testing.

AlexisCrodey, Manager, stated MNSSSwill abide
by the same policies asthe tribe and whileit will creste
three to four new positions, there was no funding re-
quested in order to set things in motion. “Once we ac-
quire aconstant and reliable clientelelist, it (MNSSS)
will pay for itself.”

Crodey stated that the background checks done
will bejust thesameasother privatesectors, if not stricter.
Not only will &l checksgo through thelocal Police De-
partment but they will aso go through the Department
of Corrections, Oklahoma State Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Oklahoma State Court Network and Records also
the State of OklahomaCounty Listingsand will oneday
be ran through the FBI systemsaswell asdll tribal dis-
trict courts.

Thedrug screening and testing division of thecom-
pany will utilize the EZ Split method and will have the
capabilitiesto screen over 10 different familiesof illegal
substances. Resultswill be availablewithin a30 minute
time period.

All drug testing will be administered under thedi-
rection of the possible employer. Once hired, the com-
pany may implement random drug testing at their dis-
cretion. Should an employer executetheir right to set up
such testing, an employees can be terminated for refus-
ing to take the test.

“All drug and acohol test results and related ma-
terials are considered confidential records and must be
stored separately from other personnel records. Such
records must be made available to an applicant or em-
ployee upon request for inspection or copying. Records
may not be rel eased by the employer to any individual
other than the applicant, employee or employer’s re-
view officer without the expresdy granted permission
of the employee.”

Thestaff will beon call 24 hoursaday, seven days
a week. For more information, please contact the
MNSSS at (918) 732-7764.




Get Iiwhj sooner!

EK NATI ON
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Open 24 hours a day

7 days a week

Bingo Session each evening
Over 500 Electronic Games

Located at Highway 69
and Peak Boulevard

Just south of Muskogee

For information call (918) 683-1825
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Program/Notices

Grasdands Reserve Program Evaluated

OKMULGEE — The Grassands Reserve Pro-
gram (GRP) assists private landowners in protecting,
conserving and restoring grassland resources through
short and long term rental agreements and easements.
Thevoluntary program helps protect valuable grasslands
from conversion to other land uses. Rental agreements
of 10, 15, 20, or 30 years compensate producers with a
yearly rental rate to maintain the land according to a
grazing plan. Permanent and 30-year easement enroll-
ment options compensate producers based on the fair
market value of the land minus the grassland value for
maintai ning theland according to agrazing plan. Contin-
ued use of theland by grazing or haying is allowed.

Oklahoma has received $2.065 million for this
year's GRP. The 2005 GRP will emphasi ze sel ection of
offered easement acres. Applicationsfor the Grassands
Reserve Program are accepted on a continuous basis
with a yearly announced application evaluation dates.
Applications for GRP can be made at the Farm Service
Agency or Natural Resource Conservation Services
Officers, 719 East Eighth Street.

All GRP applications received by April 18, 2005
will be considered for the 2005 funding. Applicationsre-
ceived after this date will be considered for the 2006
GRPfunding.

Oklahomalndian Legd ServicesAvailable.
OKMULGEE — The Realty Department would
like to advertise the upcoming meeting with Oklahoma
Indian Legal Services. Oklahomalndian Lega Services
will be at the complex on April 21 starting at 10 a.m.
Anyonewanting to meet with arepresentative can
call 732-7713 and schedul e an appointment.

Gold Dome Multi-cultural Society

OKLAHOMA CITY — The Gold Dome Mullti-
cultural Society announced today that it isaccepting sub-
missionsfor its*“Invitation to Awareness’ mural contest.
The winning work will be announced in a ceremony on
May 14 and will become a permanent fixture in the
organization’ sspace within the historic Gold Domebuil d-
ing, located at 1112 NW 23rd Street.

Emerging and established artistsareinvited to sub-
mit origina works, with aMulti-cultural theme, for con-
sideration to the Gold Dome Multi-cultural Society by
May 1.

All interested artists should e-mail David Smith at
golddomemcs@shcglobal .net for amural contest appli-
cation form. Submissions can be brought to the mural
drop box near the Gold Dome 23rd Street entrance or
sent electronically in a PDF format to
golddomemcs@shcglobal .net.

Artwork delivered in person needsto bein an en-
velope and should not exceed 12" by 18" in size. All
submissionsmust includethe application formin order to
be considered for judging.

In additionto the permanent mural, the Gold Dome
Multi-cultural Society will also featureagallery for art-

istswhoseworkswill include cultural themes. Theinau-
gural exhibit will consist of select mural contest submis-
sons.

For officid mural contest rulesand information about
the Gold Dome Multi-cultural Society, please contact
David Smith at golddomemcs@shcglobal .net.

Sequoyah Alumni Foundation

TAHLEQUAH — The Sequoyah Alumni
Foundation’s 60th Annual Reunion will be from May 6
through 8.

There will be asilent auction in the Cherokee Na-
tion Ballroom located behind the “Restaurant of the
Cherokees’ on May 6. The social begins at 5:30 p.m.
and runs until 10 p.m., which also ends the auction. The
publicisinvited and admissionisfree.

Haskell’s2005 Alumni of the Year

LAWRENCE, K.S. — Each year the National
Haskell Alumni Association honor alumni for outstanding
contributionsto Haskell, their Indian community and to
Alumni activities.

This year the honor goes to Dempsey Micco and
Barney Old Crow. Dempsey is Seminole/Creek from
Weleetka and Barney is Crow from Montana.

TheHonor Dinner will be May 13 at the Holidome
in Lawrence, Kansas at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $25 per
person; make checkspayableto NHAA and mail toLouis
Taylor, Treasurer, PO. Box 1534, Claremore, OK 74018
before May 1, call (505) 831-6522 or e-mail
LJIT50@a0l.com.

Haskell Commencement Indian Men'sFast Pitch

LAWRENCE, K.S. — The 11th Annua Haskell
Commencement Indian Men’s Fast-Pitch will be held
May 14-15 at Clinton Lake Sports Complex. The entry
feeis$180 and payable by money order only. The dead-
lineisMay 9 to enter.

The awards (which may be subject to change) are:
$700 and Pulloversfor the Champions, $500 and T-shirts
for the runners up, $300 and T-shirts for third, T-shirts
for the All-Tournament team, and a pendleton jacket for
MVP.

For moreinformation, e-mail or call: AngelaBarnett,
abarnett@haskell.edu or 785-749-8402; Kerry Girty,
kgirty@haskell.edu or 785-832-6600; or Robert Berryhill
Jr., robertberryhill @hotmail.com or 785-841-1292.

Live-Fire Demonstration for Veterans

FORT SILL — A Live-fire demonstration will be
performed on May 5. There are 60 seats available but
only 20 seatsremaining. Itisfor Muscogee veteransonly,
the bus leavesthe tribal complex at 0700.

The buswill stop to pick up Muscogee veterans at
Okemah at 0800 and |eave at exactly 0830. Please bring
acopy of DD 214 for in-processing at Fort Sill. The bus
will returnto the Mound parking lot at approximately 2200.

For more information contact Ken Davis at (918)
732-7739.

Jacobson House Native Art Center

NORMAN —The Jacobson House Native Art
Center is putting out acall for artists and exhibitors for
their 2005 Outdoor Indian Market taking placeMay 7- 8
from 11 am.to 6 p.m.

For more information please contact John Parish
at 405-366-1667.

L ouisaCanard/Alex Scott Family Reunion

OKMULGEE — The Louisa Canard/Alex Scott
family reunion will be held at Dripping Springs Park on
May 21 starting at 10 am. Descendants of Louisa Ca-
nard or Alex Scott are invited to attend.

Anyone attending is asked to bring a potluck dish.
There will be lots of fun for everyone. For more infor-
mation you may contact Geneva Haynes at (918) 759-
8973.

Haskell Alumni Association Accepting Members

LAWRENCE, K.S. — The Haskell Alumni Asso-
ciation is accepting members. They need to know your
name, address, telephone number, the dates you were
enrolled and the name you used while there. A member-
ship fee of $10.00 covers from November 1, 2004 to
October 31, 2005.

Please send the information and payment to Lou
Ladey, 9700 Sheperd's Drive, Kansas City, MO 64131.

EufaulaChild Development Center

EUFAULA — The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
EufaulaChild Devel opment Center would liketo announce
that they are beginning the summer fun abit early, start-
ingitoff inApril.

Thefirst week of April isthe “Week of the Young
Child” with various activities. The second week of April
is“Reading isfun week” during which they visited the
EufaulaPublic Library. Thethird week is“National Gar-
dening Week” during which they learned how to plant
and take care of a flower garden. The fourth week is
“National Volunteer Week” during which they will have
variousvolunteerscomeand tell about their jobsand play
with the children. Also during volunteer week they plan
to entertain theresidents of thelocal nursing homeswith
songs and a short puppet program.

However, even fun and games have a purpose and
the children are taught through play and hands on expe-
riences. They visitlocal parksand recreation areaswhen
weather permits to watch the local wildlife and see all
thedifferent plantsand flowers. There a so have weekly
lesson plans with an array of activities including math,
art, science, reading, music, and group time.

Theteaching Saff iswell trained inthefield of Child
Care, with a combined total of 30 yearsin thefield. At
this time there are 3 staff members attending Eastern
Oklahoma State College pursing an Associates of Sci-
ence degreein Early Childhood Devel opment.

For any questions or comments please call Shan-
non Grissom, Center Supervisor, at 918-618-4019.
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Appliances
GE 8 cyclewasher, dmond color, good condition worksfine
$100. Cdll 918-756-4349.

Automohbiles

1997 WhiteFord Escort Wagon, great gasmileage, very clean
excdlent condition. Previoudy used as asdesfleet vehicle
$2500firm. Call 918-906-8509.

1997 Silver Buick LeSabre $3500. Very Clean, runs good.
Cdl918-827-5272.

1995 White Ford E250 Cargo Van $4500. Call 906-8509.

1996 White Chevy Agtro Van, runsand body isin fair shgpe
needsacylinoid. $900. Cal 918-798-1643.

1961 Ford Uni-body F100 223 6 cylinder $1500. Call (918)
750-0043,

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer LSGoldwithblack 2whed drive,
6 cylinder, Autométic, 4 doors, Ongtar Center Air bags, 6000
miles, power windows and doors, will make April & May
payment, equipped with luggage rack. Call William at 733-
1270.

95 Chryder New Yorker 4 door, runs good needs minimd
body repair. Cal 918-756-3396.

Blue 94 Geo Tracker, removable hard top, runs good. Cdll
918-756-3396.

1983 Three quarter ton Chevy 454, runs on gas or propane.
$2695. Cdl 918-756-4349 after Spm.

M E Camino 305, extremdly great conditionlow miles $4395.
Cdl 918-756-4349.

Clothing

Preteen boys clothes, large sizes good condition. Lesther
Jeckets$35 each. Cdll 918-304-9729.

Prom Dresses—all dressesare Size 12. $50. Contact at 918-
304-9729.

Black long length leather women's coat, Sze 1x. $50. Call
918-304-9729.

Prom Dress Turquoise — Sze 7. Contact Sherri Riley 918-
732-7943 (PriceNegotiable).

Coarmdic and Hedth Care

Check out the new summer items and cosmetic line from
Avon. Contact Angela Fields Avon Independent Sales
Representative a 918-284-3140.

Mary Kay cosmetic productsavailablecontact Marshal owe
a 918-652-1631.

ssified

Meduca Products All Natural based products that promote
wellness and vitdity for moreinformation contact Kimberly
Reinkingat 918-652-31609.

Fam & Garden

Looking for new or good condition used bee boxes. Contact
918-473-7758.

2 New (never used) saddle racks in the shape of cowboys.
$150each. Cdl 918-733-2467.

42 inch Craftsmen mower deck (like new) with new, never
usad blades. $250 or OBO. Cdl 319-0654.

Furniture
Black leether couch good condition $50. Cdll 918-304-9729.

Rocker Glider hunter green surdy wood frame materid in
good condiition$30. Call 918-759-0043.

Solid wood bunk beds with detachable ladder. Frameisin
redly great shape, like new only used for 1 year. $100. Cdl
918-756-5025.

King sze water bed/heater works fine and mattress is one
yeer old. $25. Cdl 652-3147.

King gzewaterbed with headboard shelf and mirrorsunderbed
drawerscompletewith hester and mattressin good condition.
$450 or best offer. Call 918-733-2467.

BenchCraft Sofaand Loveseat for sdefor $650. Color: Tan,
Materid: Micro-Suede, 1.5yearsold, only used for 9months.
Easy dean-up. Cdl 918-756-5091.

Gaage Aes& Fundraisars

Moving salein Preston a 10251 South Polk Street. Rain or
Shine under carport. Furniture, toys, clothes, equipment,
gopliancesand more. April 23, from 7am.to2p.m.

OkmulgeelndianCommunity HeaMarket, May 7. Food Sdle-
8 am. to 3 p.m. For information, cal Esther Gee (918) 759
8553,

Block Garage Sde 1821 E. 9th Street Okmulgee, May 7th
from 8 am. - 7 p.m. Fundraiser for Native Praise Trip to

England.

OIC Food Bingo across from Creek Complex, Loop 56
Okmulgee, May 14. Call (918)759-8553.

Bigsde dothing, shoes toys household goods, misc. onApril
23from8am. - 3p.m. Two mileseast of MorrisHighway.

Land for Lease

80 or more acres of land to lease for hunting purposes or
would consder purchasing. Contact Scott at 918-650-3907 or
918-652-3147.

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Classifieds is a
free service provided for Creek Citizens.

To place a classified advertisement in the
Muscogee Nation News please contact the
Communications Department Classified Section
at 918-732-7643 or email the advertisement
content to Cbrown@muscogeenation-nsn.gov.
Advertisement space is limited and ads will be
placed as they are received according to space.

Pets& Livesock

Full blood Rottweiler pups $50 each. Parents on premises.
918-304-9720.

Chocolae Labrador femde 2 1/2 years old very dffectionate
and obedient pet. AKC Regigtered and proven breeder. Call
918-906-8509.

Femde Rat Terrier 2 1/2 years old red and white, very well
behaved and loving has had some indoor training. $50. Cdl
918-798-0643.

ACHC Regigtered Labradoodle (Poodle/Lab mix) pups
chocolateand black pupsavailable. Hypo-dlergenic, minimal
tonoshedding, greet for huntingandwater sports very intdligent
breed. $500 each. Cdl 918-756-5427.

Femdeblueheder 12weeksold. $50. Cdl 918-652-9266.
Canariesvariouscolors$30and up. Cdl 918-319-0654.

Looking for mae or femae Chihuahua pups, 6 monthsto a
year old. Cal 918-798-0643.

8whiterabbits. $5 each. Cal 918-652-3541.
Misc.
Spring cleaning, brush, mowing, hauling misc. yard work in

Okmulgee and surrounding area. Contact J. Polk and leave
messegeat 918-756-3571.

Wanted old magic cards and war hammer 40k figures 918-
759-0810.

Four motorcycde hdmets (three open face and one full face).
Sdeasagrouporindividudly. Pricenegotiable. Cal 918-759-
0043,

1996 Sea-doo 115 Hp, looks and runs like new. New trim
motor, hascover andtrailer. $3500. Call 918-759-0043.

1991 Hi-Lo 22" Camper Trave Trailer. $4000. Cdl 918-759-
0043.

4 cashregigers $150 eech. Call 918-733-2467.
18golf dubswith bag. $30. Call 918-756-289%.
EurekaBossvacuum cleaner. $20. Call 918-650-0628.

36 foot trailer, half car hauler/half enclosed. $2800. Cal 918-
756-2032.

10-11 landscagpe timbers (trested). $2 each, 25 to 30 railroad
ties$4 each. Call 918-652-7693.

40 channel CB for car with adapter for homecal 758-4177.

Humidifieringood shapecdl 918-758-4177.
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NativeAmerican Recipes
Blue Bread or Blue Dumpling

3 Cups Masa Farina

2 TBSP Coloring or dye
2 % Cups Boiled water

6 Cups Boiling Water
1 TBSP Lye (optional)

Mix masa farina and coloring. Add water
until the mixture is stiff enough to handle eas-
ily. Mold into patties and drop into the boiling
water and lye mixture. Cook the patties 15-20
minutes.

*Each month a recipe for traditional food
from a Muscogee Nation News reader will be
listed.

If you would like to submit your traditional
recipe, please mail to: Muscogee Nation News,
Attn: Recipes, P.O. Box 580, Okmulgee, OK
74447 or e-mail at jtaryole@muscogeenation-
nsn.gov.

Tribal Celebration

WETUMKA —Alabama-Quassarte Triba Townwill
be hogting Triba Celebration ‘05 on April 22 & 23 at the
Armory Building. Thearmory islocated at the 300 block of
west St Louis.

Activitiesinclude: princesspageant on Friday; elderly
activities; 3-on-3 basketbdl; team horseshoe tournament;
co-edvalleybal; andkid' solympicsfor children12 & under.
Arts& Craftsand food concessonswill aso be avalable.
The entertainment will be* Red Dawn BluesBand”.

For exact timesand details, call MillieWind or Tilda
Harjoat (405) 452-3987, AugustineAsbury or Marsey Harjo
at (405) 452-3881 or LenaWind at (405) 452-3659.

Upcoming Spring Arts Schedule

OKMULGEE — The Creek Council Housg, in col-
laboration with the Muscogee Creek Nation Historic and
Cultura Preservation, have created classes on pottery, bas-
ketry and fingerweaving that began on January 29. These
classes are continuation series and will include two classes
for the Heddle Loom for fingerweaving. Thereisaso two
filled daysdedicated to clay processing, caneharvestingand
dyes.

Theschedulefor upcoming classesisasfollows April
22,& 23—Beadwork class, April 30—Finishing of projects;
May 7—Finishing of projects, May 14—Finishing of projects;
and May 14 thru June 14 — Starting Artist Show.

For further information call Ted Isham at (918) 756-
2324,

Spring Contest Powwow

STILLWATER — Oklahoma State University Na-
tiveAmerican Student Associationwill hogt their Spring Con-
test Powwow onApril 23 a Colvin Center Annex, located
across from the OSU Police Department.

Thehead gaff includes: head singer, Joe Fish Dupoint
of Carnegie; master of ceremonies, ArchieMason of Tulsg;
head man dancer, Jason Lightfoot of Apache; head lady
dancer, Katherine Leroy of Pawnee; host gourd clan, Cen-
tra OklahomaTribd Society of Perkins; color guard, Choctaw
Nation Color Guard; and arena director, Mark Wilson of
Tulsa

Contestsinclude: tiny tots; junior girls; junior boys,
women's cloth, buckskin, jingle and fancy shawl; men's
sraight, fancy, grass and traditional; and golden age men
and golden age women.

The programwill begin at 2 p.m. with agourd dance
and supper will start at 5 p.m. Thegrand entry will begin at
6:30 with drum contest tofollow.

For moreinformation, contact the Multicultural Stu-
dent Center at (405) 744-5481 or e-mail:
pg.coser @okstate.edu.

Exhibition sompdanceto be performed

Albuquerque, N.M.—Anexhibition sompdancewill
be performed by citizens of Muscogee (Creek) Nation
stompdancersat the “ 22nd Annua Gathering of Nations.”

The stompdancerswill perform onApril 30, after the
MissIndianWorld Crowning, at 9:30 p.m.

All events will take place at the University of New
Mexico's“ThePit.” The addressisAvenida Cesar Chavez
Blvd. SE (Hwy. 25, exit #223).

“The Gathering of Nations has never had a
Stompdance presentation and it will be so exciting for ev-
eryone attending to see’, said Melonie Matthews, Gather-
ing of Nationg/MissIndianWorld Program.

Culturd Day

OKMULGEE — The office of Child Care will be
having their Spring Cultural Day event on May 5 from 10
am. until 2p.m.

There will be demongtrations on different types of
traditiona foods, creek Snging, traditiond craftitems, somp
dance and more.

For moreinformation, contact Newman Frank at (918)
732-7680.

Soring Powwow

SAPUL PA— SgpulpaPublic SchoolsNativeAmeri-
can Student Associationwill hold their Annua Spring Pow-
wow on May 7 at the Creek County Fairgrounds Arena.
Thefairgrounds are located at 17808 U.S. 66, just west of
SH 33 on south side of U.S. 66.

Theprogrambeginswith stickbal at 3p.m., followed
by gourd dancing at 4 p.m. and grand entry starting at 7
p.m.

Thehead gaff indludes: host drum, “ RiversdeBoyz”;
head gourd singer, Matt Horse; head man dancer, Mike
Pahsetopah; head jr. man dancer, Jon Fogter; head lady
dancer, Lisa Pahsetopah; heed jr. lady dancer, LaRhonda
Bear; and color guard will be Sapulpa Public Schools J.
ROTC. All drumsand singerswelcome.

For moreinformation, call the Sapulpalndian Educa:
tion Office at 224-6560 extension 2061.

Graduation Powwow

TAHLEQUAH — Sequoyah Indians will host thelr
“Honoring our Graduates Accomplishments’” Graduation
Powwow on May 7 at the Sequoyah High School Football
Fed.

The contest categories include: male categories,
straight, traditiona and grass/fancy; female, jingle, fancy
shawl and cloth/buckskin; junior categories, femae com-
bined and mae combined; andtiny tots.

Head man and head lady will be Sonny Hawk of
Tahlequah and Bridgett Blackowl! of El Reno. The head
gourd will be Geoff White of Shawnee. Kelly Anquo of
Tahlequahwill serveasemcee. Wiley Littlecreek of Okemah
will serveashead singer. The host color guard will be Talk-
ing Leaves Job Corp and H.O.PE. Club members.

Thegourd dancewill befrom 2 p.m.to5p.m. Dinner
will beserved from 5 until 6 p.m. Another gourd dancewill
beat 6 until 7 p.m., followed by grand entry from 7:30 until
8 p.m. The contest will beginat 8until 11:30 p.m.

For moreinformation, cal GloriaMatthewsor James
Nellsat 918-456-0631.

Basket weaving a Creek Council HouseMuseum

OKMULGEE — Thecultura classin basket weav-
ing held at the Creek Council House Museum (CCHM)
took afiddtripto
Schulter to har-
vest honeysuckle
vines.

Theances-
tors harvested
vines to make
basketsfor useto
gather food and
storage. After
harvesting, the
group returned to CCHM and prepared the vines.

Theleaveswere stripped off the vines by using corn
cobs and modern day pot scrubber. The vines are dried,
then ready for weaving.

Army Corpsallows permit for minein Creek
homeland
reprinted from Indianz.com

MACON, GA. — The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers approved apermit for minefor clay inthe
homeland of the Muscogee Creek Nation.

The permit allows Cherokee Brick & Tile Co.
to mine for clay in the Ocmulgee Old Fields. The
permit lasts for 50 years, the longest mining permit
issued by the Savannah District of the Army Corps.

The Creek Nation vigorously opposed the per-
mit. Thetribe saysburial groundsand archaeological
siteswill be destroyed.

To read the full article, please visit
www.indianz.com/News/2005/006963.asp and click
get story — ‘Brick company gets OK to mine flood-
plain’ link.
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BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND — The Native
Praise Choir will be afeature of the North Ameri-
can Baptist Women’s Union report at the Women's
L eadership Development Conference on July 23
through 26 at Aston Univer-
sity.

The choir began in 1999
and is composed of more than
100 women, ages 14-85, from
17 different tribes and 40+
churches. The choir sings
Cherokee, Choctaw and
Creek hymns. They sing in
thetraditional style, unaccom-
panied and with lead singers,
rather than a director.

They have sung in ava-
riety of settingsin Oklahoma,
including: the annual meeting
of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma;
Indian Falls Creek; the annual meeting of Women's
Missionary Union of Oklahoma; Promise Seekers
Ladies Retreat; various tribal events and a wide
variety of churches and associations throughout

Native Praise Choir
photo provided by NABWU

Native Praise Choir to sing in England

the state.

In June 2002, they were the feature choir in
St. Louis for the annual session of Women’'s Mis-
sionary Union, Southern Baptist Convention. They
have also sung in avariety of
settings in North Carolina,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
Arkansas and the District of
Columbia.

In June 2003, Native
Praise sang for a statewide
Native American rally held at
the Ford Center in Oklahoma
City.

In addition to native
hymns, choir members often
share testimonies and adrama
about traditions in Creek/
Seminole churches. They wear
native dresses and sometimes present a “style
show,” explaining the significance of each feature.

Native Praise is sponsored by The Native
American LINK, Inc., aChristian ministry located
in Eufaula.

Church Events
Creek Singing

TULSA — Tulsa Creek Indian Community
Center will host an afternoon of Creek singing on
May 14.

There will be a pot luck lunch beginning at
11 a.m. The singing will begin shortly after 12
p.m.

Churches and choirs will participate in the
all-day singing that will last until 5 p.m.

This event is promoting Creek hymns/Creek
singing only and isthefirst of itskind at the com-
munity center.

The community center is located at 8611 S.
Union and the phone number is 298-2464. The of -
fice is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m.

Gospel Singing

OKEMAH — Springfield Methodist Church
will be having their annual gospel singing on May
29 at 7 p.m.

The emcee’s will be Springfield members.
Concession will be available.

The church is located two miles south on
Highway 27 from Okemah, four miles east and
then one mile south.

Church celebration
HITCHITA — Grave Creek Baptist Church
will be celebrating 148 years on May 29 at 6 p.m.
There will be gospel singing and the “word”

spoken. Dinner will be served between 4 and 5:30
p.m.

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets. Con-
cession will be available thru the evening. Speak-
ers will be announced as follows. Signs will be
posted.

For more information, please call 918-752-
0980.

Creek Hymn Singing

OKMUL GEE — Creek hymn singing will be
presented at the 31st Annual Muscogee (Creek)
Festival on June 17th & 18th.

The church limit has increased this year to
the first 15 churches of the Methodist and Bap-
tist denomination.

Those churches that are interested in par-
ticipating in the Creek hymn singing can call,
Helen Coon at 227-0896 or Mike Coon at 693-
3391.

Oklahoma Flute Circle

NORMAN — The Jacobson House Native
Art Center hosts playing and discussing the Na-
tive American flute taught by Native flutiest, Terry
Tsotigh and Edmond Nevaquaya.

The classes meet on the first Fridays of each
month from 7 until 9 p.m. There is no admission.

The Jacobson House Native Art Center is
located at 609 Chautauqua Avenue.

For more information, please call 405-325-
1431.

Creek Religion and Medicine

by John R. Swanton with Introduction by
James T. Carson

Creek Religion and Medicine weaves to-
gether a wide array of historical sources with
oral accounts gathered from fieldwork, this
classic study provides a valuable overview of
traditional Creek (Muskogee) religion and
medicine. John R.
Swanton visited the
Creek Nation in the
early twentieth century
and learned about many
important aspects of
Creek religiouslife and
medicine. Subjects cov-
ered in the book include
Creek conceptions of
the cosmos; religious
stories; death and the
afterlife; spiritual forces
and beings; variousrituals, including the Busk
ceremony; prohibitions; the power and skills of
different religious practitioners; the cultural
force of witchcraft; and herbal and spiritual
remedies. Many of these beliefs and practices
have been present throughout Creek history and
persist today. Creek Religion and Medicine
showcases the vibrant culture of an enduring
southeastern Native people.

John R. Swanton (1873-1958) was a semi-
nal figure in the study of southeastern Native
peoples, with more than thirty books to his
credit. James Taylor is an assistant professor
of history at Queen’s University in Kingston,
Ontario.

The ISBN number is 0-8032-9274-0. The
book is available through the University of Ne-
braska Press, 1111 Lincoln Mall, Lincoln, NE
68588-0630 or call at 1-800-755-1105.

(reek
Religion
And

Medicine

John R Swarton

Indian Falls Creek 2005

DAVIS — Indian Falls Creek 2005 will be
held on August 1 through 5. The theme for Indian
Falls Creek 2005 will be “Fill the House”.

The camp preacher will be Clint Sinclair, a
well known evangelist. The worship team will con-
sist of Jesse Hernandez, Tyrone Smith, Donna
Bear and Neil Thompson.

The registration fees for adults through 6
years old is $20 and for children 5 years and
younger is $8.

For housing options, please call Slim
Crabtree, housing director, at 405-382-2334 or Jim
Gordon at 405-382-3564.

For more information contact, Victor Cope
at 405-598-8720 or e-mail at NDNrev@aol.com.
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Jumps

Meeting

continued from page 1

We appreciate the grounds, they are very important
part of thisnation. Mike Flud wasinvolvedin establishing
our Tribal College and the Board of Regents our Tribal
College and now offers Beginner and Intermediate Creek
language classes, Native American Government, Native
AmericanHistory and CrissInterventionfor our Lighthorse
Police. Flud aso fedlsour languageisvery important tothe
survival of our culture. We are based here at the complex
to support the servicesthat the tribe offers.

Sanitation and Human Hedlth issueswere addressed
also we will plan a strategy to reduce the risk of spilling
and flowing of dangerous
meaterials. The Triba Envi-
ronmental protection Situa
tions, thisinformetionisben-
eficid to use to reduce this
level, brochures were avail-
ableexplaining IHS services
available. Contact usto talk
about what services are
availabletoyouat any levdl.

Chief Ellis informed
everyone in attendance of
new services now available
at the tribe and encouraged
dltoinquireand utilizethese
services. Veterans Affairs office assists with their paper-
work and they are now drawing additional amounts they
never knew they were entitled to. Right now, in the past
eight months Creek Nation veteransare now drawing over
$190,000 per monthin entitled benefits.

First to spesk was Tdlahassee-Cromwell Mekko Tho-
mas Yaholavoiced hisconcern about someof the grounds
not owning thelandswheretheir groundsare. We ve been
successful with the purchase of one of our grounds this
month. He worries about what the heirs of these proper-
tiesare going to do, they may want to sell the property, he
feelsthat the grounds need an attorney that will make the
property apriority.

AlabamaM ekko Bobby Yargee spokefluently inthe
Muscogee language. His concerns were aso of the envi-
ronmental issues. His interest was about running water
and facilities. He was there to listen and gather informa
tion on behalf of hispeople.

This was Weogufkee (Muddy Water) Mekko Billy
Hill'sfirgt timebeinginvolved said heredly cametolisten
to see what the other Mekkaos have to say.

Duck Creek Mekko Simon Harry asked Henehv
Felix Brown to speak on hisbehdf, on environmentd is-
sues and sanitation wetry to keep our land clean asmuch
aswecan, itispretty clean, but it issomething we do need
to keep working on.

Nuyaka Mekko Phillip Deere, J was unable to at-
tend but he did send their Henehv Eunice Hill. In respect
to Mekko Deere he came to listen. Hill aso reiterated in
Creek. Hill said. “He was dtting in for Mekko Deere

Green Leaf Ceremonial Ground Mekko Bill Proctor
and Second Chief Jimmy Deere

today to gather information and returnto him withwhat he
would learntoday. It'sgood to see that our Mekkos attend
and participatein theseeventscoordinated by Principal Chief
Ellisand hisstaff.”

Hickory Ground Mekko George Thompsonwasglad
to see everyone in attendance and that friendships were
kept throughout the long winter. Our ground islocated on
privatelandwe dliketo have alease. We are awaysthink-
ing about our young onescoming up | would liketo say to
our next generation, “be part of their ground, being out in
the big city they need to realize where they came from.”

ArbekaM ekko Raymond Medl ey, had nothing to say
a the moment hejust wanted to sit in and listen.

Fish Pond Mekko Thomas Mack, Hillabee Mekko
Daniel Harjo, Peach Ground
Mekko Roman Hill or their
designees were not in aten-
dance.

Okfuskee  Mekko
Barney Harjocheeand Farron
Culley Heles Pvtcv and
Entvkpvlaexpressedtheir ap-
preciation of being invited to
thismeeting. They cametolis-
ten to all the concerns going
on at our grounds, you speak
about dl theenvironmentd is-
sues, Okfuskee does not a-
low running water at their
ground. “Our young peoplearelosingtheir culture,” Culley
sad. “Helooked ontheinternet at our tribal websiteit had
no information about our grounds only apicture of people
stomp dancing. We have these young kids that get on the
internet to explore we need to fulfill their curiodity tolearn
and preserve what we have. | think what we have is well
worth preserving. Thisisour life, what we believein and
who we are. We should be proud of our culture.” Culley
said this meeting was very special to them.

New TulsaMekko Jeff Fixico's main concernisthe
land issuesfor New Tulsaand other groundsaffected. They
areinthemiddle of negotiating aland salewaiting onword
from Creek Nation. They kind of got threatened by the
land owner. They said if we didn't pay in three days she
would leaseit to someoned seand wewould loseit. These
types of issues exist for dl grounds owned by othersthan
themselves. Fixico sated “ hisparentsare both New Tulsan
which makeshimfull-blood New Tulsan, | can’'tgoandjoin
up with anew ground if my place comesto end that'sit for
me, There are a bunch of us out there. Hopefully one of
these days Creek Nation will own that land, wewould like
to have running water, and some restrooms down there,
but it woul d cause maintenance problems sometimesthere
areabunch of kidswith red bandanas. They think they are
ganggtersandvanddizewith graffiti.” Fixicobrought acouple
of their Tvstvnvkeswith him.

Iron Pogt (Sand Creek) Mekko Gary Bucktrot said
they owntheir land. Heinquired about assistancewith sign
replacement. So that these groundswishing to beidentified
will be. Their ground’smain concernisvandalism. Hewishes

charges can be brought up against them.

Kdlyville (Polecat) Mekko Jm Brown and Second
Chief Lewis Brown are interested in talking to someone
about land issues. The more heirs there are to ded the
more complicated it gets, wedon't know exactly who owns
our land thisisour mainissue.

Green Leaf Mekko Bill Proctor said we of the cer-
emonia grounds dl know each other and have a pretty
closerdationship. Wedl know theconcernsout there. Being
aChief isagpecia honor, sometimes| don't feel that way,
people look up to you, show alot of respect to you. | fed
I’'mjust likeany other humanbeingjust likeevery onedse.
| do alat of thinking on the ceremonia ground. I'm not a
true Green leaf my wifeisatrue green leaf that'sthe rea
son that I'm there. I'm borrowed from there every four
years, then | renew the contract. The true Mekkos are the
ones that are there for life. Our main concern isthe land
issue. A long time ago they set averbal agreement. Some
times that does not hold true now days. We (the grounds)
al have the same concern, our elders are gone, and the
younger generation doesn’'t understand what its going on
out there. Wearevery fortunateto beat ameeting likethis,
it showsthat Chief Ellishasalot of concern of keeping the
fire going. We need to take care of it, people useto goto
theseceremonid groundsand take* heleswv and wash of .
When you think about it, it does affect those people, you
see alot of people with sickness. If we are going to stay
hedthy my concernisto keep it going. We have agift and
we' ve got to keep it going. When your language is gone,
it's gone. Right now these Ceremonial Grounds are vital
part of keeping it going. The other areas of concern are
sanitation issues, due to us not having big containers and
not having a concrete dab we have problems. These are
some aressthat wewould need assistance with, each ground
has their separate issues. We need to know who to con-
tact, who to talk to about these issues.

Mekko Bill Proctor said hewas*“ glad to be here, we
were here a year ago and we really didn’t know what to
expect at that time| appreciate Chief Ellisfor recognizing
the ceremonid groundsthisistheroot of our ancestry.”

Green Ledf ‘s second Chief Jmmy Deere accom-
panied Mekko Bill Proctor. He echoed the same sentiments
as his Mekko and wanted the other grounds to be careful
and aware of what is on paper in black and white because
it canloseit’smeaning on different things.

Tallahassee Wykokaye Mekko David Proctor was
unable to attend the meeting. Mekko Proctor has began
preparations for their season. Tvstvnvke James Proctor
atendedin hisplaceto gather information. Jamesgavethe
history of how Tallahassee Wykokaye came to be today.

All theMekkos present expressed their sincerest ap-
preciation to Principal Chief Ellis for his concerns of our
grounds and his understanding of our way of life. Chief
Ellismaintains his belief that the ceremonia grounds are
vital tothe survival of our culture. Chief Ellis promised to
hold next year'smeetinginMarch soit would not interfere
with the grounds preparation of the season. The Mekkos
wered| in agreement of looking forward to the next meet-
inginMarch 2006.
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Divisonof Hedth

TheMuscogee (Creek) Nation Divison of Hedthis
lookingfor quaifiedindividud sfor thefollowing postions

Pediatric Dentist —Okmulgee:
Requirements: Must bedligiblefor Pediatric Licen-
aurein the state of Oklahoma

Van Driver (2 positions):

Muskogee ENPand Twin HillsENP

Requirements High Schoal Diplomaor GED equiva:
lent is required. Incumbent must possess a current food
handler’s permit. An excellent driving record isrequired.
Vdid OklahomaState Driver’sLicenseand beinsurable.

CEO-Divisonof HedthAdminigtration:

Requirements: AcademictrainingthroughtheMas-
ters level in one of the public or dlied health sciences,
Business or Management fields. Substantial experience
managing public heglth programs which encompasses
work inthefollowing direct hedth care activities, Hospi-
ta/Ambulaory Care, Preventative/Rehabilitation/Contract
Hedlth services. In addition candidatesmust clearly show
demongtrated ability towork with hedth care professiona
organizations at the State or Nationa level. Evidence of
an extensveamount of professiona development and ac-
complishmentsasevidenced by promoations, career broad-
ening assgnments, demonstrated ability in publicand pro-
fessond presentations, activeparticipationin professond
organizetionsreci pient of award of honorsfrom nationaly
recognized associ ationsfor excellenceand/or outstanding
contributionsto thefiled.

Secretary for Reintegration Program:

Requirements. Associates in Science Degree with
emphasis on Secretarid or Adminidtrative Assstance is
preferred or fiveyearsrelevant work experiencein office
management. \Work experiencein an office environment
with adult and/or juvenile legd or socia servicesis pre-
ferred. Must possess a vdid Oklahoma State Driver's
licenseand beinsurable.

Cook’sAide (3 positions):

Dewar and Sapul pa(part time) and Muskogee (three
fourthstime)

Requirements High Schoal Diplomaor GED equiva:
lent and one year related work experience. Incumbent
must possessavdidfood handlerspermit and avaid Okla:
homa State Drivers License and be insurable.

Clinician—Behaviord Hedth Services.

Requirements. A Master’s Degree in Counsdling
Psychology or rel ated field. Oneyear relevant experience
incounsding. LPC, LMFT or LCSW licensure/certifica:
tionsvaidin the State of Oklahomaispreferred. Incum-
bentswho do not possessvaid licensure/ certificationsas
specified must be actively working toward obtaining this

licensure/cartification.

Benefits Coordinator — Human Resources:

Requirements: Associates Degreein ardlated fidd
of study. A Bachelors Degree is preferred. Two years
related experience. Incumbent must possess a current
Oklahoma State Drivers License and beinsurable.

Human Resources Assstant:

Requirements: Associates Degreein ardlated fied
of study. Oneyear relevant experience. Additional experi-
ence may be subgtituted for education. Incumbent must
possessacurrent Oklahoma State DriversLicenseand be
insurable.

Saff Dentist (Part-Time):

Requirements. A DDSor DMD fromadental school
accredited by the Commission on Denta Accreditation
andacertificatefroman accredited Generdl Practice Res -
dency program. Or aDDS or DMD from adenta school
accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation.
Licensureor ability tobelicensed to practicedentistry ina
date, territory or commonwedth of the United States, or
in the Digtrict of Columbia. One year of relevant experi-
ence in addition to experience gained through an accred-
ited resdency program or three additiond years of rel-
evant experience without certification from an accredited
resdency program as stated in the educationa require-
ments.

Pharmacist:

Requirements: A graduate of an accredited college/
university of Pharmacy or isaPublic Health Service Phar-
macy Officer. One year relevant experience as a Phar-
meacist or PHS Pharmacy Officer. Must possessacurrent
Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy license or current
license asrequired by the PHS Commissioned Corp.

Maintenance Technician:

Reguirements: High School Diplomaor GED equiva
lentisrequired. Completion of training or programin car-
pentry, buil ding/property maintenanceor relatedfid dispre-
ferred. One year relevant experience in facility mainte-
nanceisrequired. Relevant professiona licensesor certifi-
cationsrelated to position are not required but will benefit
theincumbent.

Case Manager for the Reintegration Program:

Requirements A BachdorsDegreein Socid . A mini-
mum of four yearswork experience related to parole su-
pervison or counsdling. Must possess avalid Oklahoma
State Driverslicenseand beinsurable.

Billing Technician:

Requirements: Associates Degree in accounting or
arelated business field is preferred. One year relevant
work experience is required with an Associates Degree.
Four yearsof relevant work experiencemay besubstituted

for theeducational requirement stated above.
Breast Feeding Peer Counsdlor (WIC):
Requirements: High School Diplomaor GED isre-
quired. Oneyear of relevant experienceisrequired. Vaid
driver'slicenseisrequired and must beinsurable. Incum-
bent must have atelephone and religble transportation.

Receptionist - BHS - Sapul pa:

Reguirements: High School Diplomaor GED equiva
lentisrequired. A minimum of oneyesr related experience
isrequired.

Specid Projects Officer:

Requirements: A Bachelor’s Degree in a relevant
fieldisrequired. A minimum of threeyearsrelevant expe-
rienceisrequired. Substantial relevant experiencemay be
subgtituted for theeducational requirements|ncumbent must
possess vaid Oklahoma State Driver License and bein-
surable.

Application Procedures:

Submit acurrent Division employment application
form or resume, (atransfer request form for current em-
ployees). All application materials are to be submitted to
theattention of the staffing speciaigt. For further informa:
tion cal Personnd Services a 918-756-4333 Extension
271. TheDivisonisan Equd Opportunity Employer, how-
ever, Indian Preferencewill beappliedinthecaseof equaly
quelified applicants.

Caano

Muscogee Nation Gaming Security Officer:

Qudifications: Must beat least 21 yearsof agewith
high school diplomaor equivaent with avalid driversli-
censeMust beableto passabackground check and MMPI
within the first 90 days. Must be drug and acohol free.
Creek Indian Preference, but al applicantswill beconsid-
ered.

Submit applicationsto Muscogee Creek Nation Ca-
sno or to Creek Nation Gaming Security P. O. Box 1393,
Okmulgee, OK. 74447.

Trade & Commerce

Trade and Commerce is accepting applications for
thefollowing:

Travel Plaza- Okmulgee
Travel Plaza- Muskogee

M uscogee Document Imaging
FarmAuthority

For moreinformation on employment opportunities
a Trade & Commerce contact Alexisat 918-732-7764.

These jobs have an Indian Preference.
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continued from page 8

Dueto retirements, difficulty inrecruiting replace-
ments, and plans for the remote operation of the locks
not yet finalized, an innovative solution to providing these
services was needed for an interim solution. Working
with our Operations Division and a Native American
owned 8(a) firm, Tulsa District was able to award a
contract to provide these vital servicesto the public.

Tulsa District’s efforts to improve the participa-
tion of small business in the District’s environmental
program were significant.

In March 2004 TulsaDistrict awarded aMultiple
Award Task Order Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quan-
tity Contract (ID/1Q) for paving requirements in our
civil worksinfrastructure. Thisspecialized skill hasbeen
contracted for in many waysin years past with limited
results. This method allowed us to select three highly
qualified HUB zone firms who compete for each task
order under the contract umbrella. This process contin-
uesto assurethe District receives high quality products
at reasonable prices.

The District realized that such an ID/IQ would
provide the District an outstanding contracting tool —
one that the District can use to meet its paving needs
throughout the District throughout the contract life.
These HUB zone contractors can participate asaprime
contractor in lieu of seeking subcontracting opportuni-
ties from any number of primes where before paving
wastypically included as acomponent in an otherwise
varied-task scope of work. This superior, successful,
new and innovative approach to targeting functionsfor
I D/IQ contracts has been expanded to include painting,
mechanical, and other work aswell. The approach pro-
vides contracting dollar savingsfor the government, pro-
vides a consistent, quality assured, product for our in-
frastructure managers, and provides the small, disad-
vantaged-business contractors with a significant mea-
sureof certainty with respect to future contracted work.
Thiscertainty allowshim to better manage hisresources
and successfully address our workload requirements.

In April 2004 Tulsa District awarded three mul-
tiple award task order contractsfor indefinite delivery/
indefinite quantity Comprehensive Environmental Con-
tracts (CEC). These contracts cover work in a wide
range of environmental services including design,
remediation, construction, operation and maintenance
activities. These contractsare uniquein the broad range
of services available and in the three types of busi-
nesses available. A “large business” pool of 3 contrac-
torsisavailable within a$200 million ceiling; a“small
business’ pool of 3 contractorsisavailablewithin a$60
million ceiling; and, an*“8(a) small business’ pool of 3is
availablewithina$40 million ceiling.

Unlikethe Total Environmental Remediation Con-
tracts that expired in 2004, the CECs provide a singu-
larly robust opportunity for small businessesto partici-
pate as prime contractors under a significantly large

contract umbrellain addition to the many, varied sub-
contracting opportunities available through CEC task
orders executed by thelarge and other small firms. The
Digtrict’s development of the CEC task order evalua-
tion and task order award processes that ensure these
small businesses and 8(a) contractors are given full
opportunity to engage and participatein TulsaDistrict’'s
Environmental Mission.

In Aug 2004 Tulsa District awarded a purchase
order for cedar clearing at Fort Sill in the amount of
$91,000. The uniqueness of this award for acommon
service was that it was the first Service Disabled Vet-
eran Owned Small Business Set Aside acquisition ever
awarded by the District. The selected firm accom-
plished the work successfully and thisinitial award re-
flects our District’s strong commitment and firm sup-
port for the Service Disable Veteran-owned Small Busi-
ness Program.

TulsaDistrict contracting staff significantly modi-
fied an existing contracting tool to create TulsaDistrict's
Performance Oriented Construction Award Contracts
(POCA's)—thefirst such contracting toolsin the Corps.
In FY 04 the District had 5 such contractsin place, al
with 8(a) firms, and was working at year's end on 2
additional POCA contracts. This contracting tool has
been adopted for use by both the Sacramento and Los
Angeles Districts.

Theseinnovative contracting mechanismsprovide
small businesses new and important opportunities to
learn and develop their ability to compete for larger,
more complex, ID/1Q type contracted work offered by
us and other entities as well. Because the POCAs are
task order contracts, the savings to the District’s con-
tracting resources (i.e. both time and money) issignifi-
cant and especially noteworthy given today’s economi-
cal climate.

Other noteworthy and meritorious accomplish-
mentsinclude the following examples:

The successes in the FY 04 Small Business Pro-
gram were not atypical. In the last three years the
TulsaDistrict has averaged placing $231M in contract
awards with an average of 44.99% of those contract
dollarswith small businesses, 27.88% with small disad-
vantaged businesses, 18.08% with 8(a) firms, 3.25%
with women-owned firms, 12.35% with HUBzone small
businesses, and 76.26% of dollars spent with institu-
tions of higher learning to HBCU/M s,

Tulsa District again excelled in the competitive
award of the District’s contracts. The District exceeded
itsgoal inthisareafor the 20" consecutive year, award-
ing 99.33% of our contract dollars competitively vicea
goal of 98%. This achievement underscores the
Didtrict’'scommitment to providing opportunity todl busi-
nesses, small and non-small, to participate in our work
while gaining and building upon the skills necessary to
compete in the open market.

Our Chief of Contracting, Mr. Rick Hedrick's
service to the Corps of Engineers and the Tulsa Dis-
trictincludesfour years service asthe Deputy for Small

Business. Hisexperienceand expertise providesthe stron-
gest advacate for small businesses outsidethe District’s
Small Business Office. His thorough understanding of
the Federal Government’s commitment to itssmall busi-
ness programs coupled with his own personal commit-
ment to maximizing the use of small businessesin ex-
ecuting the District’s missions directly and positively
impactson the District’ stremendous successin meeting
and routinely exceeding Army goalsfor its Small Busi-
ness Programs.

The Deputy for Small Business, Ms. Yolane
Hartsfield, participatesin numerous small business con-
ferences, workshops, and seminars in support of the
Small Business Administration, the Oklahoma Small
Business Development Centers, the Oklahoma and
Texas Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (in-
cluding Oklahoma's Bid Assistance Network providers).
She has devel oped educational programs and taught to
industry on such subjects as marketing small business
to the COE, understanding the COE contracting pro-
cesses, understanding the COE contracting tools, and
how the COE missions and small businesses can team
to execute our local, regional, and national missions.

The Tulsa District works diligently to be acces-
sibleto small businessfirms. For example, Ms. Hartsfield
and Mr. Hedrick routinely open their office for one on
one meetingswith small business representatives. Their
insights, expertise, and experience provide these small
business leaders with tools to effectively, and success-
fully, work with the Corps of Engineers. One of the
guestionsthey invariably asks of small businessesis“If
you could choose the first project to do for the Tulsa
District to demonstrate your company’s skillsand abili-
ties, what would it be?’ This question causesthe small
business to focus on their core capabilities. One small
businessin FY 04 took this question home and that com-
pany and itsemployees engaged themselvesfor theyear
in answering that question. They reported that answer-
ing this question transformed their company. They stated
they had restructured and refocused their business plans
and marketing approach — and had already begun to
see the positive fruits of that labor.

Work at the Tulsa District is varied, chalenging
and accessibleto small businesses. Thefirst stepiscon-
tactingthe TulsaDigtrict’s Small Business Officeat 918-
669-7530.

Native Umerican Funerval Feome
210 E. First St. ~ Bristow, OK 74010
918-367-1045

Sewice with Love, Jbonor & Respect

H.D. & R.D. Griffin
Indian Owned & Operated

Dana West
Funeral Director
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The Oklahoman

“Thepublicwill bealowed to seedocumentsshow-
ing how much money each tribe makes from certain ca-
sinogames,” said State FinanceDirector Scott Meacham.

Meacham said he sought alegal opinion last month,
when the first dollars began pouring in from passage of
State Question 712, whether he could rel ease the amount
paid to the state by each tribe. Thosefigureshelpindicate
how much tribes make from certain eectronic gambling
meachines and table games such as poker and blackjack.

An assigant attorney generd told Meacham that
the payments are subject to the state’ s Open RecordsAct.
Meacham said no tribes have raised concerns about the
issue since voters gpproved SQ 712, the racetrack casino
measurethat dso expandedtriba gaming. Tribesonly have
to report revenuefiguresfrom games covered by that new
law.

Meacham said he hasn’t asked whether the Open
RecordsAct coverssimilar paymentsfor casino gamesat
threepari-mutuel horsetracks. Their paymentscould more
reasonably be construed astaxes, so they may not be pub-
lic, hesaid.

The total received by his office for February rev-
enues was $304,352, dl from table games at tribal cas-
nos. Electronic gamescovered under thenew law haven't
been indalled yet. Meacham said the Cherokee Nation
paid about $236,000 of thetotal.

Tribal casino sumsto be made public

Brian Fogter, chairman of the Oklahomal ndian Gam-
ingAssociation, objectstotriba revenuefiguresbeing made
public.“It' sasovereignty issue,” said Foster, whoaso man-
agestwo Lucky Star casinosfor the Cheyenneand Argpaho
Tribes. “I don't think any tribewantstheir businesspublic,”
he said. Foster’'s concern isn't shared by every gaming
tribe, however.

Bob Rabon, genera counsd for the Choctaw Na-
tion, said tribal officials aways assumed casino revenue
figureswould be open to public ingpection once the com-
pactstook effect. “ That'show you arriveat what the (Sate)
feesare” Rabon said. “1 don't think they would object to
it.”

He said many tribes, including the Choctaws, may
want to keep certain records private, such as the amount
spent for casino advertising and public relations. But asfor
casino profits, Rabon said, “It just seemsto methat ... it
should be publicinformation asto what the bottomlineis,
what number you useto arrive a the percentageto be paid
to the State of Oklahoma.”

Rick Grdlner, who representsseverd smaller tribes,
noted that under the 1988 federa |aw covering Indian gam-
ing, financial records are considered proprietary informa:
tion. During acongressiond investigation amost adecade
ago, federa regulatorssided with theindustry to keep those
recordsprivate, Grellner said.

Creek Nation Casino — Tulsa: April Promos
Spring Fling Chrysler Sebring
Mondays, Mar ch 7" through May 239, 6
pm to 10 pm

Springishere! Justintimefor warm weather driv-
ing, Creek Nation Casino’snew LadiesNight givesyou
the chance to drive away in America's trendiest con-
vertible. Back by popular demand, we are continuing
with the drawings for fifteen seconds in the money
machine. Make sure you grab as much of the flying
money as you can, because the two players who come
out with the most cash each Monday will get akey that
could start up a 2005 Chrysler Sebring convertible on
May 23

KQLL 70’'sHappy Hour
Tuesdays, 4pm—6pm

Join usfor agroovy time at Creek Nation Casino
—Tulsa every Tuesday from 4 pm -6 pm for our 70's
Happy Hour party! Stop by the Players Club to get
your coupon for your choiceof onionrings, frenchfries,
corn dogs, or Pop Rocks for just 70 cents!

Boatloads of Bucks
Wednesdays, M arch 9" through June 1%, 6
pm to 10 pm

Men, excitement istruly intheair! Theladiesare
going wild over the money machine drawings, and now
you have the opportunity to take on the whirlwind of
flying money! Come out to Creek Nation Casino on

Wednesday nightsto win your shot at fifteen secondsin
the money machine. Thetwo playerscollecting the most
cash each Wednesday will receiveakey, and on June 1,
one lucky winner will float out of here on a 2005 Boat!

Thirsty Thursdays
Thursdaysthrough May 5", 6 pm to 10 pm
Join us Thursday evenings from 6 pm - 10 pm as
KHITS 106.9 FM, Pepsi and Creek Nation Casino
present Thirsty Thursdays. Imagine living it up in Ve-
gas, sitting infront of anew Flat Screen TV or awallet
full of cash! It can happen, but only if you join us for
Thirsty Thursdays. Pepsi will provide the beverages,
KHITSwill provide thetunesand Creek Nation Casino
will provide some serious cash. Make sure you are one
of thefirst 106 people in the door each Thursday night
toreceiveyour FREE officia Thirsty ThursdaysT-Shirt,
your ticket to cash and fabulous prizes!

NASCAR 2005 Cash for the Cup
Weekly through November 20, 2005

Start your engines and race on in to Creek Nation
Casino for the excitement of NASCAR racing! Here's
your shot at over $100,000 in cash and prizes, including
two Tony Stewart edition Monte Carlos! Play against
Chris Plank from KTBZ 1430 AM for weekly cash
prizes,aNASCAR Specia Edition Car and atrip tothe
2006 Daytona500. Who elseisgoing to reward you for
your excellent NASCAR knowledge?

Government delaysgaming rules
The Oklahoman

The federal agency regulating Indian casinos has
shelved new rulesdesigned to control the proliferation of
certain electronic games like those found in Oklahoma
However, industry sources said that decision will have
little effect here, now that state voters have authorized a
new form of tribal casino gambling.

Inanewsrelease Friday, the National Indian Gam-
ing Commission announced an indefinite postponement
of public hearings that were to take place this month in
Oklahoma City, San Diego and Washington. The agency
said it wants to wait until “interested parties’ can study
the changes.

The decision comes two weeks after the U.S. Jus-
tice Department told the commission that Congress —
not the regulatory agency — should make the changes.
Millionsupon millionsof dollarsisat stakefor tribesand
their casino partners, including el ectronic machine mak-
ers and casino management companies.

The proposed changes concern complicated tech-
nical standards for machines classified as Class || gam-
bling. Under federa law, Class |l must be based on bingo
or pull tabs. However, criticsclaim that through theyears,
games have strayed far from that requirement. Concerns
about the rule changes were instrumental in Oklahoma's
tribes agreeing to pay the state a portion of their profits
as part of a compact.

The compacting process, approved by state voters
in November, allowed tribal casinos to offer faster ma-
chines and tournament-style card games. Federal regu-
lators “were going to make the (Class I1) games much
lessattractiveto players,” said Bob Rabon, genera counsel
for the Choctaw Nation and a key figure in last year’'s
compact negotiations.

Someindustry officiadsconcluded that thenew rules
would have eliminated al of the gamesin Oklahomaand
replaced them with slower, less profitable knockoffs.

Only a few Oklahoma tribes still offer Class Il
games.

National Indian Gaming Association begins
mediacredentialing for trade show

SAN DIEGO, C.A. — The National Indian
Gaming Association (NIGA) announced on-line me-
diacredentialing has begun for the organization’san-
nual trade show and convention, which will be held
this year at the San Diego Convention Center from
April 10-13.

The theme of this year’s convention, Tribal
Government Gaming: Rebuilding Communities
through Indian Self-Reliance, will feature remarks
from California Lieutenant Governor Cruz
Bustamante, NIGA chairman Ernie Stevens, Jr., and
former U.S. Senator Ben Nighthorse Cambell.

Journalists and media organizations can go to
http://ww.indiangaming.org/info/pr/credential /shtml
tofill out an application or to obtain moreinformation
about thisyear’s convention.
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OKMULGEE — In an effort to better under-
stand the effects of smoking within the Mvskoke
people, the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Tobacco Pre-
vention Program (TPP) Support Centers for Tobacco
Programswill be conducting comprehensive Adult To-
bacco Surveys (ATS) intribal communities.

The Tobacco Prevention Program isone of seven
Center of Disease Control and Prevention Tribal Sup-
port Centers in the United States. Six of the Support
Centerswill conduct the Adult Tobacco Survey in one
to three tribes/tribal communitiesin their area. Those
Support Centers participating include Aberdeen Area
Tribal Chairman’sHealth Board, AlaskaNative Health
Board, California Rural Indian Health Board, Inter-
tribal Council of Michigan, Northwest Portland Area
Indian Health Board and Muscogee (Creek) Nation.
Participating tribal communities have actively collabo-
rated with TPPinthe overall project development and
implementation, including but not limited to survey de-
sign, staff recruitment and data collection activities.

TPP will collect approximately 400 completed
ATS of enrolled tribal members 18 years of age and
older that livewithin the Creek Nation boundaries. The
TPP will be responsible for obtaining the completed
surveys. Trained individuals from each of the respec-
tive communities will conduct the face-to-face sur-
Veys.

Tobacco has many medicinal, spiritual and prac-
tical uses. These ceremonia and cultural uses for to-
bacco differ from the habitual uses of commercial to-
bacco products. Hence, itisimportant to further evalu-
atethereasonsfor habitual use of commercial tobacco
among specific tribal populations and to uncover other
tobacco-related information.

To date, no conclusive tobacco use studies have
been done specifically for distinct tribal communities.
The high prevalence of tobacco use, its serious health
consequences and lack of attention paid to tobacco
useand abusein Al/AN popul ations supportsthe need
toimplement acomprehensive and culturally relevant
Adult Tobacco Survey (ATS).

Thissurvey will empower the TPPto effectively

Adult tobacco survey in your community

gather tobacco specific data related to their citizens.
This data can further be used to direct program plan-
ning and evaluation, to determine health prioritiesand to
develop specific intervention strategies and policies,
which target relevant subgroups. It will also enable us
to use our much dwindling resource dollars more effec-
tively.

Prior to the Adult Tobacco Survey Administration,
work continued with the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) and the Research Triangle Institute (RTI) con-
ducting pretestingin MCN communities, which consist
of focus groups and cognitive interviews. Whereas the
original ATS was pretested before, pretesting is neces-
sary because the original ATS has been significantly re-
vised to accommodate use with AlI/AN populations.

The final AI/AN ATS instrument(s) will include
issues of tobacco usethat are uniqueto the Native popu-
lation, such as ceremonia use. Trained American In-
dianinterviewerswill contact potential respondentsand
invite them to participate in the survey. If they agreeto
participate, they will have the consent form read to them
and sign the form to indicate consent. Each interview
will require about thirty to sixty minutes to administer
and respondents will be compensated for the interview
with a $25 gift card from Wal-Mart. Each respondent
will be provided with an explanation of the purpose, gen-
eral content and time commitment involved in complet-
ing the survey with assurance of
confidentiality. Each prospective
respondent will be given the op-
portunity to ask any questionsat
thetimeof theinterview and will
be provided with the name and
contact information of the Inter-

r---..--.l-----.I------.------.I-----I---

Muscogee (Creek) Nation Adult Tobacco Survey:

9187566231 116 North Grand Street, Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447

Reply Posteard

care benefits or services.

All datacollected during the surveyswill be held
inthe strictest confidence at all timesby theinterview-
ers, the ATS Project Coordinators and TPP Staff. To
ensure privacy and confidentiality of survey respon-
dents, no personal identifiers will be collected during
theinterviews. Onceinterviews are completed and the
responses have been verified for completenessand in-
ternal consistency, all linksto personal information will
bedestroyed. Noindividual will beidentifiablein any
reports that are prepared based on the results of the
survey.

Tribes surveyed will acquire ownership of theATS
data. The survey resultswill providetribes and health
projectswith dataon their adult members’ knowledge,
attitudes, beliefs and behaviors regarding tobacco use
in each of these communities to enhance already ex-
isting programs.

Whether you use tobacco or not, if you would
liketo participatein this historic and one of akind sur-
vey pleasefill out and mail the following information.
You don’t need a telephone to participate, TPP can
contact you by regular mail. Your name will be added
to apool of participantsand if you are selected to par-
ticipate in this survey you will receive a $25 gift card
from Wal-Mart. For moreinformation, call the Tobacco
Prevention Program office at 756-6231.

I
[
[
1
1
view Supervisor and/or the |
Project Coordinator whocanan- |
|
|
|
|

swer any questions before and Name
after theinterview iscompleted. Address
Respondents will have the op- Telephone

tion to decline participation and/
or refuse to answer any specific
guestion without loss of health

Please return this card to indicate your willingness to help with this survey.

Best date @ time to contact you:
| prefer to set up a survey interview by:

--------------I-------------------J

— Telephone — Letter

New Logo for Camp Cvfeknetv

STROUD — The Camp Cvfeknetv Committee
has selected this year’s logo with the help of Holly
Watashe and the OSU-
Okmulgee' sGraphic Design
Department.

Holly Watashe, isal7
year old senior at Stroud
High School. She is
Muscogee, Yuchi, Otoe-
Missouri and Ponca de-
scent. Holly has attended
Camp Cvfeknetv from for
the past four years. Ms. Watashe's winning art work
wasvoted on by her fellow campersat last year’scamp.

The camp committee asked the OSU-Graphics depart-
ment if they could add some special touches to Ms.
Watashe's logo.

There were a total of five students, whom Mr.
Jobe, the Graphic Instructor, asked to take part in the
art work. Upon compl etion of the assignment, the com-
mittee viewed all art work to decide on the logo that
would be used for this year's Camp Cvfeknetv. The
students who took part are Adam Weatherly, Stephanie
Cox, Andrea Steele, Don Hensley and Nick Jurik.

The committee voted on using Mr. Jurik’s logo.
When asked what hisvision was, Mr. Jurik’s explained
that “1 am a Graphic Design major at OSU-Okmulgee.
| amin my fifth semester and | will graduatein Decem-
ber. With the design | wanted to create a strong image

that wasoriginal to Camp Cvfeknetv. Sincewedid have
limitations on the colors
and imagery we could
use, | decided to incor-
porate a very loose,
“gplattered paint” kind
style to give the design
auniquefed. | also ap-
plied this style to the
“hand” logo in order to
give it a more updated
feel. “While this project was a bit of achallenge, | en-
joyed working onit very much.”

please see HEALTH..., page 22
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It saweek night and latewinter in northeastern Okla-
homa Thepromiseof asunny andwarmspringisjust around
thecorner, but thecold dark reminder of astrong, harshwind
isgill very muchdive. Most peoplea thistimearejust glad
to get into their warm, safe haven and settle down for the

lesf clover insgniasawed ontheback and acapitd ‘H’ ondll
four leavesingdeit. Older kidswill donthedark bluejacket,
again corduroy, that proudly baresthewords‘ FFA withthe
announcement of the child’s hometown aso sawn on the
back. Thestagewill besetinbuildingsfilledwithhay andthe
heedliners will not necessarily be the kids themsalves but
their furry four legged counter parts.

Thekidswill comefromall over thecounty, dl forthe
chanceto show what they have put ayear’ sworth of swest,
careand hardwaork intoit. Agessemming fromthed emen-
tary, junior high and high school. And the projectsthey have
committed themselves toward are openly displayed before
anadoring andjudgementa audience.

Creek NationrevivesAgricultural Program

Eachyear, thevarious County 4-H extension programs
and Future Farmersof America, (FFA) hold their spring live-
gock show and auction, an event thet dlows children of the
areato present variouslivestock and sall their specid itemsto
thehighest bidder.

evening. But chil- Beforethebidding process animasare
dren will be out judged specificaly by studious judges who
latetonight. Some know what they are looking for. A wrong
withtheir parents, gance, or shiny coat canmakedl thediffer-
otherswithguard- enceintheworld.
iansor doserda “At the soring livestock show thet's
tives. And they wherethe4-H and FFA kid exhibit their ani-
will be around malsthat they have been raisng and taking
what looks like a care of”, said Andrea Buck, Okmulgee
caniva type s#- County Family Consumer Servicesdirector
ting, dl withbright and4-H exten-
lights, maybe a sion director.
g:,tlde ?88: fril({edr,l From (left to right) Brittany Miles from Kellyville, n-]r;:)y (a;]rle
boomingnumbers Tyler T_hayer from_ Sapulpa and Reba McCar_ty from judged and put
out of makeshift Kellyvnle meet with Muscogee (Creek) Nation Ex- e e
audiosyst ecutive I_Dlrector, Claude Sumner at the Creek d onlv th

lo?ma%or County Livestock Show. Ez'sto?rt]h)ébeste
ity of theyouthwill meake it to the
gport afamiliar look to Oklahomanseverywhere, somewill  sdeor auction,” said Buck.
havethetraditiona kelly green corduroy jacket with afour Peoplefrom the commu-

nity representing severa bus-
nessesand organizationsarein-
vitedtocomeandbidonsdected
animasfromtheshow.

Of themany childrenthat
takepartintheenterprisng pro-
gram, many are Muscogee
(Crexk) aitizens MonicaCulley,
ajunior high sudent from Okmulgee won thetitle of Grand
Champion for her sheep that she had raised. Tyler Thayer of
Sapulpaa sowon Grand Champion for hissheep, onethat he
names’ Spaz’ . Only thetop 16 will makethemaketheactua
sde soitisavery specid night for al thechildren. Muscogee

Monica Culley, with Principal Chief Ellis and Sec-
ond Chief Berryhill at the Okmulgee County Live-
stock show and auction

(Creek) childrenwill certainly maketheir animas, and name,
knowntonight.

The night of the Okmulgee County Spring Auction,
Culley’ ssheepwashided on by theadmiring crowd. Inatten-
dance were Muscogee (Creek) Principa Chief A.D. Ellis
and Second Chief Alfred Berryhill. Ellis and Berryhill are
awardedthehighest bidders. But asinregular auctionsof this
type, they are not exactly given theitem.

“Theanimdsaren't actualy bought,” explained Buck,
who has been serving since September, “the people bidding
aredoing soto giveadonation to the child raising the prized
anmd.

Kurt Rose, SgpulpaAgricultural Educationd Instructor
a Sgpulpasad the kids aso win awards and use the money
for another anima for next year. “ Themoney isa o used for
scholarships for next year,”
Roseexplains.

Thayerisvery happy thet
his animd is judged as one of
the best, and he plans on con-
tinuingintheprogramthat many
confess is such a *“confidence
builder” tomany of thekids.

Representatives of the
Muscogee (Creek) Netion have
mede an effort to attend locdl
Spring auction showsto bid on
Grand Champions raised by
Muscogee (Creek) children.
Claude Sumner, Executive Di-
rector of thetribe, fed sthe pro-
gram helps the kids tremen-
doudly. “It (program) givesthe
kidsgoodresponsibility andhelps
them to be accountable” Sumner won the highest bid for
Spaz. After thelocd livestock showsarefinished, the Creek
livestock ownerswill tekethar animastothe OklahomaYouth
expo sde in Oklahoma City to be permanently sold. The
expoisthelargest livestock show inthe nation.

Tribe to Establish Youth Program

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
has decided establish aMuscogee (Creek) Nation Youth
Agriculture Program. The goalswould includeinvolv-
ing the Muscogee (Creek) Nation tribal citizens youth
in learning the methods and techniques of raising and
managing animals as well as growing vegetable gar-
dens.

The program will be in lieu of a 4-H program,
which has had a long standing recognition of unique
programs and opportunities.

The Youth program will be created to coordinate
4-H and other agriculture programs as needed.

The current 4-H program operates on avolunteer
basis with a single coordinator provided by the Okla-
homa State University Agriculture Department. While
the program is and has been funded by specia appro-

priations of the Muscogee (Creek) National Council,
thisYouth Agriculture Program would enhancetheini-
tial 4-H program established in 1993 and become aper-
manent department to serve Creek youth citizensinter-
ested in the Youth Agriculture Program.

The goals would also include providing training
for health, home and socia standards. The program
will serve Creek youth from the ages of 9 to 19.

The program will aso be expected to produce
measurabl e results to demonstrate a need for continu-
ity inagricultural activitiestoward becoming aself-sus-
taining program.

Some very important and advantageous differ-
ences are that the program would be staffed by Creek
citizensand employees. ThisprovidesaYouth Agricul-
ture Program that will be more directly accountable
and responsible to the Executive branch of the

Muscogee (Creek) Nation. These two factors have
become more important as the program continues to
grow, because there are demands for more expensive
and costly equipment and vehicles which need to re-
main under thetribal inventory dueto liability and insur-
ance requirements.

Also, the current 4-H program has now requested
and received approval to use tribal land and property
through a Land Use Agreement. The current agree-
ment expires September 30, 2004. Dueto the nature of
needs and operations of the Youth Agriculture Program
it must comply with local and county environmental laws
aswell asthose of the tribe. The restrictions contained
therein go beyond thelevel of decision making expected
of a4-H program volunteer coordinator, therefore, re-
placing the Land Use Agreement with tribal authority
and supervision appears more logical and appropriate.
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Ernest Childers 1918-2005

by Gerald Wofford

We tend to seek very little how, but ask much more why? All the
strong people in our life go away, and our heroes have to die?

The last three months have seen the Muscogee (Creek) Tribe lose
some of its very prominent such as former National Council Speaker Ken
Childers, National Council members Irene Cleg-
horn and Jess Kelley, as well as grant writer, Dr.
LeolaTaylor.

The Nation also lost one of its most historical
and popular figures ever. Retired Lieutenant Colo-
nel Ernest Childers passed away on Thursday,
March 17 at the age of 87.

Childers was the only member of the tribe to
ever receive the Congressional Medal of Honor
and only one of five Native Americans to be rec-
ognized with such distinction. Childers’ heroic ac-
tions came as a young soldier in World War I1I.

“Oklahoma has lost a genuine hero with the
passing of Lt. Col. Ernest Childers,” said Okla-
homa Governor Brad Henry. “His life was and is
atrueinspiration.”

In a 1999 interview with the Muscogee Na-
tion News, Childers talked about that heroic day
which fell on September 22, 1943 as well his ex-
ploits are looked at again.

Ernest Childers was born on February 1, 1918
in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. He grew up on a
farm that was part of his father’s original Creek
allotment. Childers grew up in a Christian home,
attending church at Springtown Indian Church
about ten miles north of Coweta. In high school,
he attended Chilocco Indian School.

Childers, aswell as other Indian students, sought waysto better them-
selves financially and saw joining the Oklahoma National Guard as that
opportunity. The Indian boys at Chilocco had their own group, Company
C, or Charlie Company of the 45th Infantry division. ‘The Fighting
Thunderbirds’ was the division’s nickname. These Indian boys would be-
come part of aunique fighting group. Upon the liberation of Sicily in WW
I, General George S. Patton would pay them the ultimate honor. “Born at
sea, baptized in blood, your fame will never die. You are one of the best, if
not the best division in the history of American arms.”

After the liberation of Sicily, the allied trekked northward into Italy
and began to break the Nazi stronghold there. Childers moment would soon
be upon him.

Actually Childers’, moment began badly, he had fractured his foot
when he stepped into a shell crater on a concrete bridge. He was unable to

walk and crawled towards an aid station. As he crawled, he encountered an
enemy machine gun. He pointed out the position to another soldier who
killed the enemy gunner. When he finally arrived at the aid station, he was
told to wait outside. As he waited, the aid station was blown up by a direct
hit.

Childers decided to double back, as he was
crawling he spotted a hill with enemy fire coming
from it. Childers decided to climb the hill and at-
tack. As he climbed over one terrace he spotted
part of the enemy in an old stone building. They
exchanged fire, “I finally got him,” said Childers.
“He stuck his head out when he shouldn’t have.”

Afterwards, Childers ordered a group of his
men to circle around the hill and attack. He then
climbed onward. Once again he came under en-
emy fire. As Childerstried to seek shelter, his hand
fell on arock, out of anger he threw the rock at
the enemy. “I assume they thought it was a hand
grenade, because nobody throws rocks.”

Childers killed the first enemy member who
jumped out and helped killed the second. As he
looked toward the top of the hill, he could see
another machine gunner. Childersinched forward
and was able to continue climbing under enemy
fire until the enemy machine gunner could not
depress his gun any lower. Childers shot and killed
the rifleman guarding the machine gunner, then
crawled closer and killed the gunner. He captured
an enemy mortar observer at the ridge of the hill,
turned the prisoner over to another soldier, and
fired on the remainder of the enemy which was

fleeing.

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and
beyond the call of duty in action, Second Lieutenant Ernest Childers was
awarded the Medal of Honor on April 8, 1944. The young Creek boy from
Oklahoma would have his life changed forever.

He was sent to Washington, D.C. to meet President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. Childers described the Commander-In-Chief as pleasant and a
very capable leader.

As the years passed, Childers would obtain the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel. He would train young recruits for future events such as the Ko-
rean and Vietnam Wars. In 1965, Ernest Childers would retire from the
military. A remarkable career had come to an end.

“The American Indian has only one country, and when you'’ re picked
on, the American Indian never turns his back,” Childers proudly proclai med.
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Creek Nation Festival 2005
schedule of events, entry fee and
application deadlines

OKMULGEE — The Creek Nation Festival will be
held June 16 (evening) through 19 at the Claude Cox
Omniplex.

All entry fees should be paid by cashier's check or
money order unlessotherwise stated and payableto” Creek
Nation Festival Committee.”

Junior Olympics

Thejunior Olympicswill beginat 8:30am., Junel7
a Harmon stadium.

The deadlinefor regigrationisMay 27. No late en-
trieswill be accepted, no exceptions. VVolunteersare needed
for thisevent.

For moreinformation, contact Dawn Edward at (918)
732-7869 or 1-800-521-5432.

All Indian Rodeo

The Rodeo will be held June 17 and 18 Sarting at 7
p.m. nightly. Entry Feesare$75for al events, $75 per man
for team roping, and $20 for Junior events.

Prizeswill be $1000for senior events, added, $2,000
for team roping, added, and $200 for jr. events, added.

For moreinformation, contact BobArrington at (918)
732-7652.

Pageantry

The coordinator for the Muscogee Nation Scholar-
ship pageant isVirginiaThomas. Senior Missesand Little
MissMvskoke pageant eventswill behelda 10am., June
4 a Covdle Hal on the OSU-Okmulgee campus. Miss
Mvskokeand junior missMvskoke pageant eventswill be
helda 7 p.m., June3dsoat CovelleHal.

Theagegroupsfor al categoriesare missMvskoke,
ages 17 to 22 and must be a high school graduate; junior
miss, ages14to 17; senior misses, ages55 yearsand ol der,
litttemissdivison|, agesfourtosix; divison|l, agesseven
toning divison I11, ages 10 to 13. Participants must be at
least one-fourth Muscogee (Creek).

Thedeadlinedatefor gpplicationsisMay 6 by 5p.m.
For more information, contact Virginia Thomas at (918)
732—7839 or Jeri Brandon a (918) 732-7843 or 1-800—
482-1979.

Festival Food and Artsand CraftsVendor s

Omniplex booth space rental fees for vendors are:
one weekend, $200 & both weekends, $250 for food and
arts and crafts are: for authentic, $75 and non-authentic
$125, with or without eectricity.

Space |ocation is secured through payment of rental
fees and will be granted on a first-come-firg-serve basis.
No personal checks accepted, no exceptions.

For information on food vendors, contact Melissa
Ambler at (918) 732-7935. For information onarts& crafts
contact, MelindaTaylor at (918) 732—7727.

Gogpd snging

TheGospe sngingwill beheld at the OSU Extension
Building, on June 17 at 7:00 p.m. a the Okmulgee County
Fair Grounds.

Approximately 15 minutes, enough time for three
songs, will be alotted to each group or soloist. Key board,
cd/tape player, and drums will be provided. Five micro-
phoneswill alsobeavailable. Pleaseprovideyour owngui-
tar.

Featured singers/groupsinclude: Gospel Lights, Tay-
lor Oshorn, Joe Baker, Bart Kelly and Jenna Gouge.

For more information, contact Thompson Gouge at
7327711,

Somp Dance

Thestompdancewill beheld June16& 7 p.m. infront
of the stage area at the Omniplex.

Drawing for prizes will include: pendleton chairs,
ballsticksand cans.

For moreinformation, contact David Proctor at 756-
8504.

3on 3Basketball

The 3 on 3 basketball tournament will begin on June
18. Theentry feewill be $60 per team.

Deadlinefor regigtration will be June 13 a noon. For
more information, contact Micco Freeman at (918) 759-
0605.

Volley Ball

TheVolleybal Tournament is Saturday, June 18. En-
try feeis $65 with aeight person rogter.

Prizeswill be awarded for first through fourth place.
Deadlinefor entrieswill be June 10.

For moreinformeation, contact Chritine Denny & (918)
296-3331 or Randall Hicksat (918) 732-7964.

Men & Women'sFast Pitch
Men's and Women's fastpitch will begin on June 17.
Thenon-refundableentry feeis$175.00 and dueby June 3.
For more information, contact Ruby Booker at
1-800-482-1979, ext. 7927.

Co-Ed SowPitch

Co-Ed dow pitch softbal tournament will bestarting
June 17. The nonrefundable entry feeis $165. Awards will
begiventofirst through third in men & women'sdivisions
and co-ed awardswill begiventofirst through fourth place
teamsandindividua. Homerunderby will behelddso. Bdls
will beprovided.

For more information, contact Victor Bear at (918)
261-2315.

Church Mushball Adult/Youth

A touch of Indian FallsCreek hasmadeitsway tothis
year’sfestival. TheMushba |l Tournament will start on June
18. The non-refundable entry fee is $50 in cashiers check
or money order payabletothe Creek Nation Festival. Dead-
lineisJune3.

For more information, contact Victor Bear at (918)
261-2315.

Golf Tournament

A Golf tournament will beheld on June 17 through 19
a Fountainhead Golf Coursein Eufaula

A scramblewill beginon June 17 withregigtration by
eleven. Open to the public. Saturday players are respon-
siblefor scheduling teetimes. Must be NativeAmerican to
participate. On Sunday therewill bea8 am. shotgun start.

For moreinformation or to register, contact Bret Hayes
at (918) 681-0918 or Perry Anderson at (918) 732-7830 or
Bert Robisonat (918) 689-2547 or Fountainhead Golf Course
at (918) 689-3209.

Concerts

The concert is scheduled to begin on Friday, June 17
a 6:00withthefollowing performers Fddlin’ Buddy Streigit,
Roger Tillson band, BadWeater, Brandon Jenkins. Thehead-
liner will be Junior Brown.

Saturday 's performers will be: Home Brewd, Cecil
Gray & Red Dawn, Chebon Tiger, ChrisZdez, Jmmy “ Jun-
ior” Markham, Wayne ‘the train’ Hancock. The headliner
will beLeon Rusl.

All concertsand timesare subject to change. For more
information, contact Barney Ingram at (918) 756-3571.

Hor seshoe Tour nament

A horseshoetournament will beheld on June 18 with
regitration beginning et 8am.

For moreinformation contact Larry Sowekaat (918)
752-3262.

5K Run or Walk

The5K run/wak will beon June 18 at the Muscogee
Nation Triba Complex. Entry feethrough June17is$15or
$20 on race day (includest-shirt) or $10 without t-shirt.

Limited number of shirts available. Registration be-
ginsat 7:30am. andtheracebeginsat 8:00am. Water will
beprovided.

For more information, contact Lila Garrett at 732—
7862.

Cdebration of Traditional MvskokeArts

On June 18, adults can enjoy ajuried traditiona art
competition, magter artist show and sale and Dawes Com-
mission Cards Symposiumwhilechildren can bearabhit or
turtleinaninteractivegtorytellingworkshop, learn Pow Wow
and Stomp dances, play agameof stickbal, or makeaclay
pot, cane basket, or beaded bracelet to take home.

For further information, call themuseum 756-2324.

LivingL egendsnominations

Tonominatea“Living Legend’ pleasepick upaform
from the Principal Chief’s office. The deadline to enter is
May 20th.

For moreinformation, call the Principa Chief’soffice
at (918) 732-7605.
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Legal

March District Court filings

Marriage License:
None

Protective Orders:
None

Criminal - Misdemeanor :
None

Criminal - Felonies:

*MCN v. Berryhill: Jim Thorpe

Ct. 1: Embezzlement, Theft & False Accounts
*MCN v. Cauthon: Kevin

Ct. 1: Poss. Of lllegal Drug Paraphernalia
*MCN v. Johnston: Kim

Ct. 1: Poss. Of lllegal Drug w/intent to distribute
Ct. 2: Poss. Of lllegal Drug Paraphernaia

Ct. 3: Reckless Endangerment

*MCN v. Walton: Orvil

Ct. 1: Poss. Of Illegal Drugs

Traffic:

Furr: Sagrean Nichole
Ct. 1: Drivingw/o required registration
eFurr: Lester

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Brandon: Noconi Luke
Ct. 1: Failureto stop for stop sign
eAdamson: Roger Lee
Ct. 1: Drivingw/o required registration
*Boyce: Russell Roger
Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Sharp: Tracie

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
Jones. Christopher

Ct. 1: Trespassing

*Bogle: Michael

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
eStrickland: Jason

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Poindexter: Ronald

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Burchett: Matthew

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Rhodes: Fred Andrew
Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
ePalmer: Stephanie

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Shields: Joshua

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
*Shields: Joshua

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct
* Shields: Joshua

Ct. 1: Disorderly Conduct

Divor ce:
None

Civil/Small Claims:

*Security Finance v. Francis. Hannah
Small Claims

L ee: AlishaMariev. Speir: Brandon
Petition for Child Custody

*Royal Financev. Scott: Raymond

Small Claims

*Citizen’s Security Inc. v. Gibson: Kimberly
Foreign Judgment

Family Domestic:

Tribal Child Support Enforcement, Ex. Rel. JessicaM.
Trujillov. Davy R. Hill, Fr.

*TCSE, Ex. Rel. Anne M. Murphy v. Earl J. Poole, Jr.
*TCSE, Ex. Rel. Miranda B. Bush v. Nelson S. Harjo,
Jr.

*TCSE, Ex. Rel. AliceL. Wilson v. Lonell E. Fultz
*TCSE, Ex. Rel. Nicole Johnson v. LeRoy Tilley
*TCSE, Ex. Rel. LyndaA. Perry v. Maurice Yahola
*TCSE, Ex. Rel. Nichole L. Zipfel v. Larry L. Bird

Moore

continued from page 3

During the Green Corn ceremoniesall participants
dressed in white, the Mekko adorned with a headdress
made of duck skin surmounted with whitefeathers. The
honored warriors faces and torsos were painted red.

The moccasinsworn by both sexes were made
of either deer or bison leather and ornamented to the
satisfaction of the wearer. There was no prohibition
from going barefoot at any time weather and terrain
permitting. The hunter/warrior would often carry more
than one pair of moccasins when on an expedition and
would often stitch another layer of leather to the moc-
casin for areinforced sole.

European contact radically changed clothing
material available and greatly expanded styles used in
the Muscogee Confederacy as both the men and women
took advantage of these new clothing materials from
Europe.

Health

continued from page 18

The camp committeewould also like to acknowl-
edge last year’'s OSU Okmulgee Graphics Department
student’swhose |ogo was chosen for Camp Cvfeknety,
Rick Hatheway and Paul Welch.

Family Diabetes Prevention Camp 2005
HENRYETTA — We are approaching the time
for our family diabetes camp, scheduled May 23-26, at
Rhema Ranch. The camp islocated east of Henryetta,
off Pierce Road exit on |-40.
We are inviting American Indians families who

have ahistory of diabetesand: receivetheir health care
within the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Health System or
live within the Muscogee (Creek) Nation boundaries.
Past participants are encouraged to submit applications,
but dueto limited spacefirst preferencewill begivento
first time applicants. Call 1-800-782-8291 ext 237 for
registration information.

Weight lossprogram beginsby Natalie Seabolt, RD/LD

SAPULPA — A group of Native American
women are participating in the new weight loss pro-
gram provided by the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Clin-
ics called “Healthy Directions’. “Healthy Directions’
is a weight loss program that focuses on lifestyle
changes and caring for the whole person, not just the
extraweight.

Written by Mary Gilmore, aregistered dietitian and
certified diabetes educator, the program was devel oped
to help peoplelose weight through lifestyle adjustments
and keep it off for life. Ms. Gilmore wanted to create a
tool to help those whose extraweight has created addi-
tional health problems such asdiabetes, high blood pres-
sure, heart disease and joint problems. She works at a
hospital in Mississippi, one of the stateswith the highest
rate of obesity. She only sellsher program to registered
and licensed dietitians because she believes that medi-
cal management isacrucial part to healthy weight loss.
The program consists of support group meetings every
2-3 weeks. During meetings, the members are weighed,
led through alesson on varioustopics and awarded prizes
based on weight loss or attendance drawings. The les-
sons cover topics such as exercise, good food choices,
self-esteem and relationships. Most lessons are taught
by the dietitian at that particular clinic, but some guest
speakers are brought in to speak on their area of exper-
tise.

SapulpaClinic hasheld meetingsfor amost three
months and started a new class on April 14", Eufaula,
Okemah and Okmulgee clinics have also started their
first group of participants. Most clinics are holding a
noon time and an evening session so that all patients
and staff may participate.

Parti cipants must have an established chart at one
of the MCN clinics or be an employee at the clinic,
have seen a doctor in the last year and be ready to
make changes to improve their health. Call the Diabe-
tes department at your clinic for more information.

Blue Eagle Solutions

To prevent Weumparﬁy contact
your diabetes care provider
Eliminating Diabetic Amputations
Treatments available at
Okemah Indian Health Center
Diabetes Prevention < Management Program
or Contact your Diabetes Care provider

Mariah Lee,
President & CEO

E-Mail: msullilee@aol.com Fax:

Neuro-Care
FDA & Medicare Approved

9928 E. 55th PL, Suile D Phone: 818.630-3543
Tulsa, OK 74148 918-665-1944

**Featured in May 2004 issue of Muscogee Nation News**
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STELLAWESLEY

FT. GIBSON — Funerd sarvices for Stela Weatson
Wedey were hdd February 24 a Shurden Funera Home
Chapd with Rev. GeneHarjo officiaing.

ShewasbornMarch 25, 1907 near BryanttoMcDanie
Watson and Louise Byrd Weatson.

Shegrew up in the Henryetta ares, attended school at
Dwight Mission Boarding School & Vian, Euchee Boarding
School near Sepulpafor severd yearsand later atended the
Chilocco Indian Boarding School in Arkansas City, Kansas
for three years before returning to the Henryetta area.

On September 2, 1927, she married Santa Wedey in
Dudtin. She became ahomemaker and spent the mgority of
her liferaising her family and hel ping her husband withfarm-
ing duties. Stella moved to Ft. Gibson in 1980. She was a
member of the First Baptist Church of Sspulpa

Shewasprecededindesth by: her husbandwhodiedin
1972; aninfant son and another son, Danid Kenneth\Wedey
who died in 1954; 2 grandchildren, LesssMarie Hogner and
James Wedey Degan; 1 sder and 2 brothers.

Survivorsincude: her daughter, VirginiaEavesof Kan-
sasCity, Kansas, daughters, Atheline Farron of Portland, Or-
egon and LydiaHogner of Ft. Gibson; grandchildren, Mona
Hllis, SandraAdair, David Hogner, Karen Farren Fisher, Max
andWedey Farron; 9 great-grandchildren; 4 great-greet grand-
children; nephew, Rev. Watson of Dewar; niece, JuanitaFed
Dunson of Henryetta

Pdlbearersindude: David and Aaron Hogner, Matthew
and Danid Ellis, SolomanAdair and Robet Megks.

Honorary Pdlbearerswere: PeteRiley, Richard Hicks,
David, Marty and Daryl Dunson.

Interment was at the Dugtin Cemetery.

IDAMICCO

WELTY — Funerd servicesfor IdaMicco were hed
February 26 at Grant Chapel United Methodist Church with
Rev. Will Gordon officiating.

She was born on December 15, 1909 in Okfuskee
County to Fagie Bluford and SusannaConner.

Ida was preceded in degth by her parents, husband,
GoldieMicoo, 6 brothersand onesiger.

Survivorsindude sger, LeahBilley of Paden, 3neph-
ewsand 1 niece.

Interment was at the Grant Cemetery in Welty.

AMOSCHUPCO

SEMINOLE — Funerd services for Amaos Thomas
Chupco were hdd February 25 a the Hilltop Presbyterian
Churchwith Elder Kely Tiger and Jerry Baker officiating.

Hewasborn March 10, 1924 to Jamesand Bettie Tho-
meas Chupco.

Amosmaried LudilleTigeronOct. 10, 1950in . Bragg,
North Carolinaand lived hiswholelifein Seminole County,
except for thetime he served in the military.

He served inthe U.S. Army and retired Sept. 1, 1965.
Heserved for 20 yearswiththeAirborne Divison, including
the 82nd Airborne, 101st Airborne, 187 Regimenta Combet
and 12 air assaults. Amos was aso amagter parachutist.

Following his retirement from Generd Mators as an

ingpector in 1991, hethen worked a the Seminole Wrangler
plant in the mai ntenance department for four years.

Preceding him in degth
were his parents, son, James
Chupco Sr.; brother, James
Chupco J.; and two sigters,
Nancy Frank and Rachel
Walker.

Survivors include: his
wife of the home; daughter,
Phyllis Platta of Mescalero,
New Mexico; sevengrandchil-
dren and two great grandchil-
dren.

Pallbearers include:
Roger andRonnieFrank, Sandy
Walker, Albert Platta Sr., Jod
LunaJ. and Michad Fish.

Honorary pdlbearersindude Kenneth Taryole, Charles
Chupco, KennaHarjo and Steve Ruedy.

Interment was held at the Achena Cemetery.

Chupco

EMMAMARSHALL

BIXBY — Funerd savices for Emma C. Marshdll
were hed February 15 a the Leonard and Marker Funerd
Home with Rev. John Fixico and Rev. Jmmy Alexander
officating.

EmmawasbormAugug 24, 1915toWillieand EllaBrown
Car.

She was preceded in degth by: her parents, husband,
Jmmy J. Marshdl; two sons, Immy and Jeffery Marshdl,
three 9ders, LenaTiger, Rachd Frank and Sara\Watashe.

Survivorsincude: daughter, Joyce Ham; husband Don
of Mounds, five grandchildren; severd greet-grandchildren
and grest-great grandchildren as well as numerous nieces,
nephews and other rdlativesand friends.

Interment was & the Marshdl Family Cemetery.

AMELIABROWN

WETUMKA — Funerd services for Ameia Brown
werehedd March 22 a the Salt Creek Indian Baptist Church.

Amdiawas born March 6, 1945 in rurd Wetumkato
Benjamin and Maggie (Beaver) Scott.

Amedia was primarily a homemaker after her retire-
ment from Creek Nation where she had been employed asa
Secretary in Sodid Sarvices. Shelived most of her lifein Okla
homaexcept for afew yearsspent living in Southern Califor-
nia

Survivorsindude: four children; Darryl DonTiger; Jesse
of Dover, Arkansas, Robert and Tracie Ann Brown, both of
Bixby; three brothers, Marcie and James, both of Wetumka,
and Ben Scott of Eufaula; two ssters, Anna E. Wind and
Marilyn P. Seestelt, both of Henryetta; and four grandchil-
dren.

Pdlbearersindude: RonnieWhitetree, LeoMoppin, Cy
Johnson, Jr., OsceolaPowell, J. R. Fidds, and Maxey Fish.

Honorary Pdlbearersindude PhillipMills Jeremy FHsh,
WilsonYardage, and Solomon Johnson.

Interment was held a the Scott Family Cemetery.

Gratitude

Words cannot express our gppreciation for the vidts,
cdls prayers, food , flowersand wordsof comfort during the
hospitd stay andthefunerd, for our loved one, Willard Yargee.

ThankstotheWetumkal ndian Baptis Churchand mem-
bers. Rev. Frank Moppin and Rev. Fred Lindsey also
Williamson Funerd Home, Cresk NetionHonor Guards, friends,
neighbors, churches, co-workers, and organizations.

Wewill dwaysremember in our heartsthelove, kind-
ness and concerns shown to us. May God continue to bless
each of you.

Willard (Begpsy) Yargee family

On behdf of Irene Cleghorn’sfamily, wewould liketo
say “thank you” whichisasmadl tokenfor thesupport, prayers
flowersand monetary givingfromthecommunity, friendsand
relatives, <o, theprovison of food and serviceof theMany
SpringslIndian Church. Wethank theministersGeorge Doyle
and Jmmy Anderson, to S. Aid for her help in making the
contacts for the funerd, and to the Creek Nation. We wish
that wecould persondly thank each and everyoneof youwho
cameto say goodbye, wewill missirene. Again, Mvto.
Irene Cleghorn family

Words cannot express the gratitude for dl of thelove,
prayers, flowers food, cards, visitationsand phonecalsduring
thelossof our beloved Kenneth Childers Sr.

A specid thank you to the Firgt Baptist Church, Davis
Chapd, Thomas Community Church, Broken Arrow Meth-
odigt Church, Haikey Chapd and the Church of God of Proph-
ecy. Tothe Coweta PTA, Coweta Public Schools, Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Lighthorse Policefor al their assistance. The
upliftingfrom Rev. Randy Wisdom, Rev. Bill Sone, Rev. Brad
Drowning Bear, Rev. Dondd and Charles McHenry and dl
the other ministersand speskers. Your deeds of kindnesswill
remainin our heartsforever.

Kenneth Childers, S. family

Wewould liketoextend our degpest gratitudetod| those
who showed their love and support to our family during this
difficult time. We would especidly like to thank the Second
Chief Alfred Berryhill for conducting such abeautiful service
and respecting the Family’swishes. Words cannot be enough
to express our gratitude to him. Wewould like to thank all of
Mom'sbeloved cousnswho helped carefor her withusall the
way toher rest, Dellg, Liza, and Darrell Proctor. Thank youto
Mom's beloved niece, Deanna Ladey who went out of her
way to he pwith preparations, plusmany of family andfriends
too numerousto count. Alsowewould liketo thank al of the
membersof Weogufkee Church, to Pony Ladey and Gesbon
Gouge for their songs of love and comfort, and “Chebon”
Wilbur Gouge for conducting the traditional spesking for
Weogufkee Ceremonia Ground. Lagt, wewouldliketo thank
David Nichols, who as a Council member truly helped his
friend and congtituent with difficult timesand helped to carry
Mom to the end. Thank you!

Rose Kdly family
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Sports

Shop talk with Gerald

Spring has definitely sprung folks and with it
comes a new season of baseball.

Baseball, oh yes, the game of home runs, hot
dogs, and anabolic steroids.

You know it isjust acrying shamethat the game
that was once called ‘ America's past time' has been
darkened by anillegal drug substance.

It isnot an over statement to say that the game
will never be looked at in the same manner again.
And it is interesting to note that the erain which so
many dirty acts have been discovered was at atime
when the country really needed a positive pickup in-
stead of a positive drug test. The country has been
reeling from the effects of thewar in Irag, aswell as
the economy and now another disaster to asport that
we look forward to as an escape. Not to mention the
sport specifically needed an image make-over. Con-
sideringthat in only thelast decade, major league base-
ball had undergone a player’s strike and was really
beginning to clean up the prima-donnaimage. Thison
top of the memorable 1998 race to eclipse Roger
Maris's 61 home runs. The race between the names
of Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa, and Barry Bonds.
Names that have all been questioned, with Sosa and
McGwire even appearing before a Senate Commit-
tee on their aleged use of steroids in March. What
was especially sad was to watch Mark McGwire,
the once thought of modern day poster boy of the
game sgquirm and jiggle during his subpoenaed testi-
mony before the committee.

“I"m not here to talk about the past,” was
McGwire's response to many of the questions asked
of his questionable use with the drug known to make
a good athlete a much better one. McGwire said he
wasinstructed by hisattorneysnot to answer the ques-
tions and to plead the fifth. But if an athlete is not
caught up with anythingillegal, what does he have to
hide?

Americansare aforgiving people and will give
someone asecond chance when forgivenessis asked.
But when someone tries to hide, then the outcome
usually is different. McGwire who, after the ques-
tioning, said he would do everything in his power to
get theword out that “ steroids are bad, don’t do them.”

Neutral people may look at the whole situation
and say “what the big deal, its only agame?’ But if
that is the case, and the game doesn’t really matter
and is only to be seen lightly, then why do athletes
look to every possible advantage to get ahead. Even
if it meanstherisk of losing one'sown life.

Given that, the * 98 home run record season has
certainly been tarnished, McGwire, Sosa, and any
other basebal| names should be taken out of therecord
books for that year.

In the end McGwire said he only wanted to talk
about positive things. Then step back up to the plate
Big Mack and tell us the whole truth.

Tilley boys make it happen for Wewok:

WEWOKA — On the web page of WewokaHigh
School’sathletic pageisthe phrase Respect beginswith
Good Sportsmanship'. TheTilley boys, Mitchell and Virgil,
of Wewoka High School have brought about alot of re-

But the unwanted ending to an awesome season did not
diminishwhat theTilley’ swereableto accomplishthrough-
out the year. Earlier in the season, the Tigers went down
to the Little Axe Tournament and grabbed first place.

spect, especidly Virgil and
from opponents Mitchell’s play
while showing was so domi-
good sports- nant, the boys
manship as were selected as
well. co-most valu-
T h e able players of
Tilley'sare Jun- the tournament,
iors, which which is truly
meansthey will quiteararity.
be back for an- Also dur-
other spectacu- ing the year, the
lar season for Tigers were in-
theTigers. vited to play in
T h e the prestigious
Tilley’s, along Tournament of

withthelikesof
Seniors John
Thomas,
Johnny Patton,
Marc Reir and B.J. Wallsand acast of others, helped the
Tigerstake off strong with a consecutive fourteen game
winning streak and a number one ranking in Class 2A.
The Tigers were defeating opponents by an average of
15 points. The season’s success enabled Wewokato win
thedigtrict and regional championships. Which qualified
the Tigers to the class 2A state Championship playoffs.
From there, Wewoka took a ride through the statewide
tournament and got to the championship game. Unfortu-
nately, lady luck didn’t shineontheTigersthat find night,
as Pawnee defeated Wewoka by a score a of 66 to 65.

number 5 and Mitchell, number 30.

The 2004-05 Wewoka High School Boys Basketball team. Virgil,

Champions at
Oral Roberts
University in
Tulsa. An event
which only asdlect few have the opportunity to do.

“You have to see them to believe me when | say
they arethe greatest out there on the court!” Great-Aunt
Alene Deere, braggs when speaking about her nephews,
Mitchell and Virgil. Deere’'s sediments are the same as
al those who live in the city limits of Wewoka and be-
yond.

So impressive wasthe contributions of the Tilley's
that they led theteam statisticsin categoriessuch asfield
gods, and point percentage. Mitchell had 550 pointstotal
for theTigers, whileVirgil had 481.

A

Coushattatribe in Texas and the Pimain
Arizonaal so entered the tournament and
saw Oklahoma basketball first hand.

DEWAR — Thetournament lights are turned off

once again, but the Second Annual March
Madness Basketball Tournament has
been declared a royal success accord-
ing to coordinator Lucas Taylor. Taylor,
along with ‘ For love of the Game’ mem-
bers B.J. Waggoner, David Pascale and
Victor Bear created the unique basket-
ball tournament which showcases the
best in Native American high school bas-
ketball.

Teams from the Alabama-

“Wewerereally impressed with the

brand of basketball we seen here,” admits San Carlos
Head Coach Terry Antonio. “Some of the teams we
played against were alittle smaller than usand | think

March Z23-27, 2005

March Madness deemed a success

they used their sizeto their advantage,” said Antonio.

The Sooner Ladies coached
by Lyle Deere defeated the John
Crow Foundation to claim the
Women'’s version of the crown.

Over on the men’'s side, the
Native Hoops coached by Farron
Culley of Okemah got thewin over
the Night Hawks to take home the
coveted gold ball in the Champion-
ship game.

From both brackets, an all
star team was created and will be
representing Oklahomain the 20th
Annual Native American Youth
Weekend April 13 through 16 in
LakeWood, Colorado. ‘ For Love of the Game’ Board
members and Council Representativeswill also be at-
tending.




